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VoL. 36 SEPTEMBER, 1940 No. 1 
ROUMANIA “The Iron Guard minister of culture is- 


sued decrees requiring all subordinates 
to resign immediately from the Masonic organization 
and prohibiting Jews from ‘continuing their blasphemy’ 
of selling religious art objects or having even the re- 
motest connection with anything artistic—even serviny, 
as ushers in motion picture theaters.” —A.P. dispatch 
from Bucharest September 9, 1940. 


Another country in which Freemasonry functioned 
has met the fate decreed by the dictators. No time is 
lost, once the forces of totalitarianism get control. 

While the Craft in Roumania was not large in mem- 
bership or the number of lodges many influential men 
of that country had embraced its doctrines, realizing 
the influence for good contained within its tenets, 

Founded 60 years ago, and reorganized in 1923, the 
National Grand Lodge of Roumania was recognized by 
but four jurisdictions in this country. This, however. 
does not reflect upon the merit of the organization, for 
many other Grand Lodges abroad were in fraternal cor- 
respondence with it, and doubtless time would have 
swept away any difficulties of approach from here. 
Time, which in its seeming slow-moving ponderousness 
yet strikes down the fit and the unfit in swift paradox- 
ity. What the future may hold for fraters in the 
stricken country of Roumania no man knows, but of « 
surety the Masonic principle, inert now, will rise again 
to frustrate the designs of evil men who seek to destroy 
liberty of thought and conscience. 


YOUTH Farsighted men are looking ahead to the day 

when the present war has ended. Much 
thought is being given to the elements remaining who 
will have to rebuild the social structure, and what the 
nature of that structure will be. 

In any consideration of the future it is apparent that 
many old shibboleths will have to be discarded. The 
mold of youth will be the matrix out of which will come 
the future. 

Men over fifty will try, will try consciously or uncon- 
sciously, to lead us back to the old positions. It will be 
for the men and women under forty to lead us not back 
but forward. Older men may think and perhaps think 
rightly, that the men of the Victorian and Edwardian 
limes were greater than any we have with us today. 
What of that? Moses was a greater man than “the 
young man Joshua.” But it was Joshua and not Moses 

who led the people into the promised land. So the 
hest thing that older men can do is to stand aside and 
We may not 


wive the rising generations their chance. 
We had better 


he able to understand their position. 
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not offer them advice. We can give them our sympathy 
and our prayer. For it was a true saying that “Human- 
ity has struck its tents and is on the march.” 

No doubt each generation thinks of itself as one upon 
which “the ends of the world are come.” But he must 
be blind indeed who reads history without realising that 
there are ages of quiet and uninterrupted growth and 
ages of revolutionary change. And he must be blinder 
still who does not realize as he looks on the world today 
that what is now called for is indeed revolutionary 
change, a new world from the foundations. The only 
question is whether Anglo-Saxons can achieve the 
change without too violent a separation from the past 
and without bloodshed. 

There will be much disillusionment and unhappiness 
for all. Soft living has not made for sound social con- 
sciousness. From the crucible of the present catas- 
trophe perhaps will come forth real leaders chastened 
by what they have witnessed and suffered. The world 
of tomorrow must be made by the youth of today. 


ESSENTIALS? There is a time when all the shams 

and superficial excrescences of every- 
day living in a democratic country become but the pale 
shadow of an unworthy part—when contact with brutal 
reality brings to men’s minds a feeling of shame for the 
petty quibblings and grumblings so evident in an era 
of soft living. 

Our English brethren, now undergoing the gruelling 
test of character which is bulwark to our own defense, 
have put aside their habitual “grousing” and, face to 
face with brute force, are concentrating on the job in 
hand—making the world fit to live in. Another day 
will come, however, and to those there who have lived 
through such years as this one and the next to come, al- 
any form of respite will be celestial. Hunger with 
peace is preferable to satiety in an air raid. Inevitably 
man judges his happiness by his misery. To one with 
a raging ulcer the idea of having only a headache is a 


dream of positive bliss 

See the wretch that long has to 
On the thorny bed of pain, 

At length repair his vigour lost 
And breathe and walk again: 

The meanest floweret of the vale. 

The simplest note that swells the gale, 

The common sun, the air, the skies 

To him are opening Paradise. 


ed 


An English writer, Ivor Brown, says shrewdly 

“It is curious to reflect on the trifles about which ap. 
parently sane people have fussed themselves almost to 
distraction. Because they were on the stout side or il]. 
favoured of countenance they have raged and despaired 
suicidally. A snub in public has been taken as mortal 
affront and the ruin of a life. Some literary or artistic 
squabble has roused passions and resentments worthy of 
a world at war. An impudent glance has been given the 
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status of a bombardment. Peace has its insanities no 
less grotesque than war's. 

Consider all the blusterings and brawlings and duels 
caused by considerations of “honour,” about which 
article Falstaff had so much that was unanswerable to 
remark. 


Can honour set-to a leg? no: or an arm? no: or 
take away the grief of a wound? no. Honour hath no 
skill in surgery, then? no: What is honour? a word. 
What is in that word honour? air. What is that hon- 
our? A trim reckoning! Who hath it? he that died 
o” Wednesday. 


Falstaff finely dismissed this fountainhead of knightly 
ferocity as “a mere scutcheon.” For such, in peace- 
time, men would run each other through the guts and 
ill do so, as far as may be, with the pen-nibs of the 
Heliconian hurly-burly. There is this at least to be said 
for war, that it makes such bickering seem as contempt- 
ible and as futile as whining over non-existent mishaps 
and imagined affronts. ; 
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With war ended, not only birds and skies will be open- 
ing Paradise: bread will be cake in the mouth; waving 
good-bye to the children and taking the bus to work 
will be a trip to Eden. Was not “going to the office in 
the rain” one of the faint, felicitous aspirations of Sas- 
soon’s trench-bound soldiers? These simple things will 
be very heaven. ot, of course, for long. Old stand- 
ards will reassert themselves. Meanwhile, when we read 
of poets in their heartbreak houses, and authors em- 
bittered almost to self-slaughter by a harsh word or a 
book that failed, we rub our eyes, look to the list of new 
laws, taxes, and restrictions, listen for a raid-warning 
or a neighboring bang, and say to ourselves, “Poor frac- 
tious, fretful man. What did he know who cursed so 
hard?” In America people are still squabbling with 
each other about nothing and grizzling over grievances 
as tiny in fact as they can seem tremendous to distem- 
pered minds. Well, perhaps, in time we too will be 
cured of this and realize that in time of plague or tem- 
pest to have only a chill or a draught seems like the 
blessing of heaven. 


Monthly 


Symposium 


Aurrep H. Moornouse 
BOSTON 


A The Masonic “Politician” and the 
“Politician” Who is a Mason 


@ 
The Editors; 


Joserx E. Morcomse Waiutam C. Rapp 
SAN FRANCISCO CHICAGO 


THE MASONIC “POLITICIAN” AND THE 
“POLITICIAN” WHO IS A MASON 
By Atrrep H. Moornouse 

Nditor Masonic Craftsman, Boston 
HE proposer of this topie adds to the above title 
“What of Both Breeds?” and the inference in that 
addition implies something of a pernicious or 
questionable quality: and it may well be he is right, 
for if politics as such is to be per- 
mitted to permeate the councils of 
the Craft its end will be measur- 

ably in sight. 

The oft-quoted Declaration of 
Principles and a thousand and one 
other enunciations pertaining to 
Freemasonry and its platform deny 
any connection with the political 
affairs of the world, and insofar 
as the narrower limits of local. 


state or even Federal polities is 
concerned, that is a very true and wise doctrine as the 
Craft could only become soiled by contact with much 
of the foulness and venality contained within “polities” 
as it is played in these United States of America. 

In the larger matter of world ethics, however, and the 
freedom of men under God to choose their way of 
life, Freemasonry has a definite place—standing as 
it does for the right of the individual to serve under 
7.G.A.0.T.U. to raise life’s spiritual standards. To 
shape organized government to these ends has been the 
part of many illustrious members of the fraternity. His- 


tory has accorded them a secure place, and the Craft 
and their countrymen have honored them and their 
memory generously, This is particularly true in the 
United States of America where the roster of the found- 
ers of the republic reads like a Masonic roll call. 
Freemasonry represents a very important cross sec- 
tion of the country’s population. Its influence extends 
into highest places, and to secure the support and votes 
of its vast membership or even a considerable part of 
it a desideratum looked upon covetously by political 
aspirants whose ambitions have not always been altru- 
istic or of the purest. It is against these that this writer 
vehemently protests. We have seen clever plans made 
to support through Masonic influence candidates for 
political office. Many men with their political prospects 
more in mind than any desire for true Craft knowledge 
have affiliated with it for the furtherance of their own 
interests—and while politics as such are taboo in the 
lodge, the quiet word spoken in the ante room, and the 
implied flattery of association with such and such no- 
table (?) political figure has had its marked effect. 
sometimes the way has been made easier for 


Then, too 
those who are prominent politically to “join up”, and 
a pathetically pitiful amount of fawning upon the great 
or near great has been in evidence at times—in which 


manifestation no conscientious Freemason can take 
pride. 

Self-seeking parasites to the Craft have no proper 
place in it. They should be stopped from using it for 


their ulterior purposes. 
If and when any man, earnestly and sincerely desir- 
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ous of seeking Masonic light, and nothing else, seeks ad- 
mission to the fraternity, he is entitled to every consid- 
eration and be made welcome, as all good and true men 
are, but if to the contrary his motives are colored by 
desire for political preferment and his object the suf- 
frage of the brethren that fact should bar him from its 
advantages. 

Let us make ourselves clear. We know men high in 
political office who have been a disgrace to the Masonic 
fraternity. We have the record of others to whom Free- 
masonry has been an inspiration to higher ideals and 
consecrated service in behalf of their fellows. Let us 
mark well the distinction between the two, shutting out 
the evil as promptly and carefully as we support the 
good. 


TO BE JUDGED AS INDIVIDUALS 
By Jos. E. MorcomBe 
Editor Masonic World, San Francisco, California 


HE Masonic Politician and the Mason who is a 

Politician, What of Both Breeds?” This some- 

what involved proposition provides a pertinent 
topic for present discussion. First considering the Ma- 
sonic politician, who exercises his 
talents in Lodge or Grand Lodge, 
he may be an unmitigated nuis- 
ance; in some cases a real danger. 
Yet it will be admitted that the 
brother in training for real Craft 
activity or leadership, is the better 
fitted for his tasks if he has 
acquired something of the po- 
litical manner and methods, not to 
say the arts of beguilement. The 
suavity and persuasive power of 
the successful politician is sometimes essential. These 
qualities do not, of course, include the trickeries of the 
ward heeler. 

It is true that very frequently legislation has been 
carried through a Grand Lodge, against strenuous op- 
position from the floor, where the Grand Master and 
the heads of committees were conversant with all the 
intricacies of political strategy. In most such cases it 
will be found that the so-called Masonic politicians, 
having superior knowledge of the situation, have ex- 
erted themselves to protect the interests or to advance 
the purposes of the fraternity. It is the character of 
the individual that counts, and if political shrewdness 
be put at the service of the institution, good rather than 
harm is the result. There are, we must conclude, meth- 
ods recognized as political in their nature, that ‘are es- 
sential to wise leadership. If these are prostituted, then 
is fraternal politics turned to base uses, and is to be 
reprobated. 


66 


As for the politician who is a Mason we come quite 
often upon an animal of different breed. That a man 
can be a worthy brother, and also be a real politician, 
hardly needs the statement. Politics is in itself an hon- 
orable calling, despite the gibes. It may be turned to 
evil uses: whether good or bad depends upon the prac- 


lilioner. Here again individuals are to be judged as 
such: not lumped together as subjects for criticism. But 
we take it that our proposition indicates the pestifer- 
ous person of Masonic affiliations who uses every rela- 
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tionship of life, however sacred, to advance selfish ends 
and personal benefit. Such a one is usually a confirmed 
“jiner.” The list of his memberships run from high 
to low, and through all manner of fraternal organiza- 
tions. 

Near to election time this fellow goes carefully over 
his stock of platitudes. He practices his most ingratiat- 
ing manner, and rehearses his best style of unctuous 
oratory. Thus prepared he goes to Lodge, and in the 
course of the evening is asked to speak to the breth- 
ren. This is the sole reason for his presence, and he 
makes the most of the opportunity. He can recite the 
Golden Rule with such fervency and finality of utter- 
ance that his hearers are led to believe it to be a new 
revelation from the Most High, vouchsafed to the 
speaker for special spiritual enlightenment of the fa- 
vored brothers present. 

And after Lodge has closed who so solicitous as this 
adroit worker, to seek out all and sundry of his fellows 
for a hand-clasp that is the very apotheosis of fraternal 
‘affection! Who among one’s ¢losest friends could be 
more tenderly anxious as to the health and welfare of 
the family of the person addressed! It is really affect- 
ing to watch him, placing the one hand in loving touch 
upon the shoulder of some backward or reluctant 
brother, the while the pump-handle goes into action to 
betoken Masonic zeal and high regard. The occasion 
being over the political expert disappears, not to be 
seen again until just before the next election. 

The real Mason and worth-while politician is above 
such trumpery methods. He meets his brother upon 
the common level, dignifiedly but without effusiveness 
nor suspicion of gush. If a man seeking office or pref- 
erment is worthy of consideration his brethren will 
know it. It is very likely, all other things being equal, 
that their judgments may be infiuenced to some degree 
by the existing relationship. 

No matter what we may say, or think, the politician, 
like the poor, will be always with us. And, like the 
poor, they seem to be dependent upon our charity. 


PERNICIOUS POLITICIANS 
By Wn. C. Rapp 


Editor Masonic Chronicler, Chicago 


ik is quite popular and fashionable to condemn poli- 
ticians in roundest terms, vociferously to charge 

them with lack of honesty and integrity, and to lay 
upon their shoulders the responsibility for all the ills 
we suffer. The very name politi- 
cian carries with it a stigma. The 
harshness of the subject we are 
called upon to discuss hears this 
out. There is no denying that 
much of this animadversion is 
richly deserved. We see men in 
a few years of political success 
amass great fortunes, the source of 
which they tactfully decline to 
reveal. We see influential politi- 
cians who are notoriously linked 
with crime. We see politicians who become so power- 
ful that they are brazenly defiant of all authority and 
decency, until some fearless prosecutor succeeds in Jand- 
ing them behind prison bars. 
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There is, however, another side to the picture. Numer- 
ous as dishonest politicians may be, they constitute but 
a small percentage of the population. Where rests the 
responsibility for corrupt politics? What are the rest 
of us doing about it? Most of us simply wait until the 
arrival of election time and then cast our ballot for the 
politician who is most to our liking. The rest of the 
time we are not politically minded. We decline to give 
of our time to politics—statecraft—a science that is of 
the greatest consequence and importance to the welfare 
of mankind. The blame for corrupt polities rests upon 
us, and will continue to rest upon us as long as we hold 
ourselves aloof and leave government to those who make 
a racket of it. 

Our double-barreled subject, however, deals with 
Masonic politicians and politicians who are Masons. 
Masonic politicians, we presume, are those who seek 
by devious methods and unremitting efforts to control 
and direct the election to office within the fraternity of 
men of their choice. We have never met them. Cer- 
tainly they are not the men who are so keenly con- 
cerned that the craft shall have the best leadership pos- 
sible that they are constantly on the alert to find and 
encourage those who give promise of making good offi- 
cers. Nor are they those who have the courage to ex- 
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press disapproval of men who are but superficially 
qualified for the positions to which they aspire. Per- 
haps they are the men whose own standards are recog- 
nized as being of so high an order that their judgment 
carries the greatest weight. The “Masonic politician” 
is a myth. 

The politician who is a Mason—what of that breed? 
What is wrong with a Mason being a politician? Surely 
being a Mason does not disqualify a man to he a states- 
man. Between a hundred politicians who are not Ma- 
sons, and a hundred politicians who are Masons, all se- 
lected at random, we would prefer to entrust our destiny 
to the latter. It would show but scant faith in the 
principles taught by the fraternity if a contrary view 
were taken. It would be a good thing if all Masons 
were politicians, and professional politicians at that. 
There unquestionably are politicians who seek admis- 
sion to Freemasonry in the hope and belief that it will 
bring them support, much as others will pay hypocrit- 
ical allegiance to religion for the same reason. There 
are tainted apples in every barrel. The politician who 
is a Mason may be a good Mason and a good politician, 
or the reverse may be true, but being a Mason does not 
necessarily make him a bad politician—the probabili- 
ties lie in the other direction. 


purious Kites 


(Continued from last month) 


RELINQUISHMENT OF Marconis’ AUTHORITY 

Political developments and Masonic opposition in 
France caused the activities of the Rite to be transferred 
to London, where the Grand Lodge of England took 
cognizance of it and condemned it in no uncertain terms, 
as we shall see later. Marconis also visited America and 
the Rite was established in New York in 1856. ‘This. 
too, will be dealt with in detail. 

Masonic authority in France was vested in the Grand 
Orient of France. Unlike American Grand Lodges. 
with which we are more familiar, this body controlled 
rites and grades other than the symbolic degrees, 
through a Grand College of Rites attached to it. Th 
Grand College assumed authority over all Masonry in 
France, at one time claiming to have the Scottish Rite 
under its control, and influenced Scottish Rite develop- 
ments in England and Ireland to such an extent that 
serious situations arose between those bodies and the 
two Scottish Rite Supreme Councils in the United 
States.” 

Marconis, rightfully believing that his Rite would 
have a better status if operated under the aegis of the 
Grand Orient, applied to it for recognition. At the same 
time one of the French lodges. called “Sectateurs de 
Menes” of the Rite of Memphis demanded of the Grand 
Orient an authorization to work under its jurisdiction. 
The Grand College of Rites was consulted and by a de- 
cree of November 12. 1862. admitted the Rite of Mem- 
phis to its bosom. Tt was required, in order to accomp- 
lish this, that Marconis divest himself of all authority 
he had held up to that lime and to deliver the entire 
Rite and its creations into the control of the Grand 


Orient. This he did, whereupon the symbolic lodges of 
the Rite in France were recognized and authorized to 
continue work in the three symbolic degrees; but the 
higher grades from the 4th to the 97th, inclusive, were 
shelved. At that time the degrees of Masonry from the 
4th to the 33rd, inclusive, were under the direction of 
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, ‘through its 
chamber in the Grand Orient of France, and authority 
to work them could only be obtained from that body. 
The degrees beyond the 33rd in the Rite of Memphis 
have never been brought legitimately from the darkness 
into which they were cast by the Grand Orient, when 
it assumed control over that Rite. Even the symbolic 
lodges of the Rite of Memphis soon abandoned their 
rituals and adopted the system of the Modern French 
Rite. so that by 1870 the Rite of Memphis went entirely 
out of existence so far as any connection with legitimate 
Masonry is concerned. While the Grand Orient did 
violate its policies in regard to some other Masonic rites 
worked in the United States and South America, it never 
did modify its acts relative to the Rite of Memphis. and 
that Rite became as dead as the proverbial doornail 
after Marconis relinquished his authority in 1862." 


INTRODUCTION INTO THE UNITED STATES 


The controversial exponents of the Rite of Memphis 


are agreed upon the story of its origin in the United 
States, no matter how much they differ in the later de- 


afe to attribute the Rite in the United 
Etienne Marconis de Negre, who was 
to his surrender of the 


tails. It appear 
States to Jacques : 
Grand Hierophant, 97°. prior pr of 
Rite to the Grand Orient of France. Marconis visited 
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New York in 1856, and on November 9th of that year 
founded a Supreme Council and issued a warrant in 
which John Michell, 95°, was named as president for 
seven years, and authorizing work up to and including 
the 90°. Mitchell was the “Sublime Dai” of the Su- 
preme Council, and associated with him were ten oth- 
ers, with grades of 94° and 95°. On March 1, 1857, a 
Sovereign Grand Council General, 94°, was founded 
with David McLellan, a Major in the 79th Infantry, New 
York Militia, as the head. Marconis returned to France 
in 1857. McLellan resigned his office April 27, 1861, to 
accompany his regiment to the front and appointed 
Harry J. Seymour as his successor. 

Where Seymour, erstwhile sailor, actor and costumer, 
and who was aptly styled the “stormy petrel” of high- 
grade Masonry, received the work in 1861, or prior to 
that date, is not recorded by the Rite’s proponents. He 
was at this time also a member of the Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite (Northern Jurisdiction) in which he held 
the 32°. He was advanced to the 33° in 1859, and on 
June 24, 1860, became Grand Master of Ceremonies of 
the Supreme Council. He was expelled by the Supreme 
Council on December 14, 1865, for gross un-Masonic 
conduct.” 

Seymour went to France in the summer of 1862. Let 
us tell of his reception there in his own words: 


“T arrived in Paris in July 1862, where I was cor- 
dially received by Grand Hierophant, Marconis de 
Negre, and was by him introduced to the leading Ma- 
sons of France, many of whom formed the Executive 
body of the Rite of Memphis. I found the Rite in a 
most flourishing condition, working then, as it does 
now, beneath the auspices of the Grand Orient of 
France; two lodges—those of the ‘Sectateurs de 
Menes,’ and ‘The Temple of the Families,’ holding 
their communication in the Masonic Palace, No. 16, 
Rue Cadet,the Grand Lodge Hall of the Orient. 

“I received from the Executive Body the highest 
degree of the Rite, with letters patent, authorizing me 
to establish on the Continent of America, ‘A SOVER- 
EIGN GRAND SANCTUARY OF CONSERVATORS 
GENERAL OF THE ORDER,’ whose jurisdiction 
should embrace the entire Western Hemisphere, with 
collateral power to erect, until the establishment of 
the Sovereign Grand Sanctuary, Sovereign Grand 
Councils General, for the better government of sub- 
sidiary territory throughout America. 

“On my return to this city, | deemed it advisable to 
inaugurate the Rite, under those letters patent, em- 
bracing all the Eastern States.” 


The foregoing quotation is from a four-page leaflet 
published by Seymour and is given verbatim because 
the story differs from that which is related in the Offi- 
cial Bulletin du Grand Orient de France, 1864, page 511, 
wherein we learn that he was not admitted to the Rite 
until November 12, 1864. On the other hand, docu- 
ments signed by Seymour are quoted in various publi- 
cations which have earlier date. In addition, the Li- 
brary of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts has the 90° 
certificate of Charles S. Stratton, better known as Gen- 
eral Tom Thumb, which is signed by Seymour as 
“Sov... Grand Master Chief Sup...” and is dated Octo- 
ber 5. 1864. Further confusion is added to the story 
because there is evidence that the Grand Orient of 
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France recognized the Rite of Memphis as late as 1867, 
it being listed in their Official Bulletin for that year. 

What is still more baffling to the present day histo- 
rians is the fact that we find among the membership of 
the Rite of Memphis many members of the Supreme 
Council 33°, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 
(N.M.J.), among them Orrin Welch, John L. Lewis, 
John W. Simons and Clinton F. Paige of New York, and 
General Samuel C. Lawrence and Daniel W. Lawrenee 
of Massachusetts, all these holding high position in 
Scottish Rite Masonry. 

This, however, is not so surprising as it appears at 
first sight. At that time “side degrees” of all kinds were 
very common and it was not at all unusual for promi- 
nent Masons to be recipients of such degrees. Seymour 
doubtless sought the membership of men of this type to 
give prestige to his Rite. Later on, when the legitimacy 
of the rite came to be questioned, we find these same 
men renouncing their membership therein, as will be 
shown presently. 

The Grand Orient of France never recognized the 
patent issued to Seymour by Marconis in 1862. The po- 
sition of the Grand Orient is clearly defined in a letter 
written to the Supreme Council 33d., Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite, Northern Jurisdiction, February 24, 1870. 
It reads thus: (From the Proceedings of this Body for 
1870, pp 29-50—Translation of letter of Bro. Thevenot) : 

“T....T...G....0....T....G....0....T:.... UNIVERSE 

Grand Orient of France 
P. of Paris, Feb. 24, 1870 (E....V....) 

“Very Honorable Brother: 

“Bro. Poulle desires me to reply to a letter which 
you have addressed to him for the purpose of know- 
ing if Bro. Marconis in the character of Grand Hiero- 
phant of the Rite of Memphis has the right to create 
Masons of that Rite in America, and to confer there 
the 33d degree of the Scottish Rite, ete.) ; and inquir- 
ing if he does this with the knowledge and consent of 
the Grand Orient of France. I hasten to reply not 
so much to these different questions as to all which 
can arise in relation to the subject. 

“Behold, then, all the truth in relation to the Rite 
of Memphis and Bro. Marconis. That Brother, at a 
certain time, decreed himself chief of a new Rite— 
the Rite of Memphis—to which he gave 96 degrees. 
He travelled, propagated his Rite in different coun- 
tries, and returned to France, where he made dupes 
in founding three lodges. The police shut up these 
three lodges. The members of these three lodges were 
considered to be honest and well-meaning men. 

“They addressed themselves to the Grand Orient 
Which annexed to itself the Rite of Memphis iwith- 
out recognizing its series of grades; it regularized the 
Memphis Masons, in recognizing them as Masons of 
the grade of Master only. Bro. Marconis divested 
himself of all rights in relation to his Rite, and trans- 
ferred his powers to the Grand Orient of France, 
happy apparently to see that the Rite, which he has 
created, did not perish. 

“But we counted in vain upon his good faith and 
upon his oath. That Brother continued clandestinely 
to give the high grades to isolated Masons, addressing 


himself especially to strangers, and saying that his 
renunciation had effect only for France. Indigence 
impelled him into that bad faith. The Grand Orient 
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wished to come to his aid: he replied that he was not 
poor. The Grand Orient had the right to proceed 
against him; it had pity upon an old man; it con- 
tented itself with warning its lodges against his in- 
trigues. The Bulletin of the Grand Orient, which 
you receive, contains many resolutions upon that sub- 
ject. See your 1856, pages 123, 146; year 1867, page 
332: year 1868, pages 444, 467, 593. Finally, Bro. 
Marconis died in 1869; we hope that he will have no 
successor, and that the Rite of Memphis will trouble 
us no longer. Already it has entirely disappeared 
from France. It is not maint 
some localities of Rouman 
disappear, thanks to our ince 


ained in Europe, save in 
where it also tends to 
ant efforts. 
These explanations, clear as well as concise, will 
give you the proof that it is not permitted to anybody 
in America, to invoke the name and authority of the 
Grand Orient of France in anything which concerns 
the Rite of Memphis. Nothing of what is done, or 
of anyone who does it, in its name, 


any concerning that 
Rite is true. And IT pronounce anyone an imposter 


who pretends to act in the name of the Grand Orient 
in the affairs of that Rite. 

“[ hope, very dear and very honorable brother, that 
these experiences will be of some use to you. In that 
hope, I pray you to accept the assurance of my most 
fraternal sentiments. : 

The Chief of the Secretariat 
(Signed) THEVI 
To the Hon. Bro. Drummond, Portland.” 


OT 


Whatever powers Marconis de Negre may have had 
prior to his surrender of the Rite of Memphis to the 
Grand Orient of France in 1862, they were surrendered 
by that act. This not only includes his own position as 
Grand Hierophant of the Rite, but all the powers he 
had previously created or given to others. Regardless 
of the validity of the patent issued by him to Seymour 
in 1862, such patent became of no effect when the entire 
custody of the Rite was turned over to the Grand Orient 
in November of that year. 

No one who has made a study of the Rite of Memphis 
—and it should be said that this article covers only the 
“high lights”—will deny that the Rite of Memphis 
maintained considerable activity during the 60°s and up 
until the early 80°s. It had, however. fallen into the 
hands of Masonic charlatans and impostors who used it 
with more or | : to further their own. selfish 


suce 
ends. Authority was claimed and assumed by various 
individuals without the slightest semblance of legality. 

The growth of the Rite during the period from 1856 
to 1867 can be attributed in a large degree to the diffi- 
culties which existed in the Northern Jurisdiction of 
the Scottish Rite. Due to dissensions there existed from 
1860 to 1863 three bodies each claiming to he the legiti- 
mate Supreme Council of that Rite. Two of these united 
in 1863. and a final “Reunion” of the two remaining Su- 
preme Councils occurred in 1867. since which time har- 


mony has prevailed throughout the jurisdiction. 

After the final union of the two existing Supreme 
Councils in 1867, Harry J. Seymour altered the Rite of 
Memphis from a 96° system to one of 33°. He claimed 
that the Grand Orient of France has ordered this 
change. but this claim rests upon a most insecure foun- 
dation. The Grand Orient strenuously deny that they 
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ever authorized the practice of any degrees of this rite. 
further than the third, or that of Master. Al] authority 
over degrees above the third was vested in the Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite, and whatever action the Grand 
Orient took with the propagation of such degrees was 
in the name of that Rite and not of the Rite of Mem- 
phis, all of whose degrees were buried in the archives of 
the Grand Orient from the time that Marconis placed 
it under their aegis. 

That Seymour utilized the Rite of Memphis as a 
money-making scheme is shown by the fact that he gave 
these degrees in Washington, D.C., without charge ex- 
cept that each who received them should receive a dip- 
loma from him and pay five dollars for it.” 

Viewed from the American standpoint, Seymour's 
change in the system was obviously an attempt to create 
a rival body to the Scottish Rite Supreme Council from 
which he had been expelled. That the members of the 
Northern Supreme Council considered it as such is evi- 
denced by the following notice which appeared in the 
newspapers of New York and elsewhere: (Under cap- 
tion “CARD”): 

“New York. Nov. 30, 1867 

The undersigned members of the Ancient and Ac- 
cepted Rite of Freemasonry, and attached to the Su- 
preme Council of the Northern Jurisdiction by active 
and honorary membership, claiming their allegiance 
to that body as superior to any other system of inef- 
fable Masonry. have dissolved their connection with 

Harry J. Seymour and the A. and P. Rite of Memphis; 

and hereby declare unauthorized the further use of 

our names in connection therewith, 
JOHN W. SIMONS, 33° 
CLINTON F. PAIGE, 33° 
ORRIN WELCH, 33° 
JOHN L. LEWIS, 33° 

Seymour’s alteration of the tem brought still fur- 
ther dissension in his own ranks. Calvin C. Burt, 96 
who had been Deputy Grand Master of the Rite since 
1865, issued a call May 4, 1867, for a convention of the 
Rite of Memphis, at Chicago, Il.. which met June 17, 
1867. The resolutions adopted by this convention read. 


in part: 

“And whereas. we have been notified by the afore- 
said Grand Master (H. J. Seymour), that the Grand 
Orient of France has reduced the degrees to 33... 

“And whereas, we are informed that our worthy 
and Hlustrious Brother and Deputy Grand aster. 
Calvin C. Burt. 96°. has not accepted the change, and 
does not believe that such powers exist in the Rite, 
and that the adoption of such a reduction will be at- 
tended with bad results: ... 

“Resolved that we will not acknowledge or- sub- 
scribe any such reduction of degrees..." 

A new governing body of the Rite of Memphis was 
accordingly established with Calvin C. Burt as Grand 
Master. Meetings were held in 1868, 1871. 1874 and 
1878 in various western cities, the records of these meet- 
ings showing that several bodies of the Rite had been 
established and had a considerable membership.” 

Burt, too. had a rather hectic Masonic career. He was 
expelled by the Grand Lodge of New Jersey. in 1866: 
charges having been preferred in 1864, but in 1868 the 
adtionl of the Grand Lodge was rescinded on a purely 
technical point, viz. that sufficient time had not elapsed 
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between service of notice on Burt and the time of his 
trial. In 1878, Grand Master Finch of Michigan issued 
an edict warning the fraternity of that State against ac- 
cepting the petition for affiliation of Burt in any lodge 
in that Jurisdiction.” : 

While all this was occuring the Sovereign Sanctuary 
of America became dissatisfied with the conduct of 
Harry J. Seymour, and the Grand Officers determined 
to purchase him out at a cost of $3,000. Seymour took 
the dollars, resigned his office to the Sovereign Sanctu- 
ary of America, with all patents, charters, rituals, docu- 
ments and privileges whatsoever, and notified same to 
the world. Upon this the Sovereign Sanctuary elected 
as its Grand Master, Professor Alexander B. Mott, 33°- 
96°." 

The next step in the farce was as follows: The spu- 
rious Egyptian Rite of Memphis, presided over by Cal- 
vin C. Burt, became dissatisfied with their chief, and 
he (Burt) agreed to sell out to Darius Wilson for 
$1,000. A small hole-and-corner meeting, the circular 
of Brother Lord (of whom more anon) informs us, was 
held by a few members who were favorable to Wilson— 
about eight we believe—who were said to represent 506 
Chapters and 10,319 members, which was probably a 
mathematical calculation of what they might expect to 
get before the world came to an end. But a remainder 
of the prospective 10,000 members refused to agree to 
Darius Wilson’s purchase of the Rite, and elected Judge 
Parrish as their Grand Master. Thus there came into 
existence two spurious branches of the Rite; hesides 
which Calvin C. Burt continued to confer degrees. This 
led to a judicial tribunal in which Wilson expelled Burt. 
The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts formally endorsed 
the assertion that Wilson was conferring the degrees of 
the Rite of Memphis as a money-making proposition. 

A Grand Mystic Temple had been chartered in Can- 
ada by Alexander B. Mott. The Canadian members de- 
clared themselves independent, organized a Sovereign 
Sanctuary, and chartered a body of the Rite of Misraim 
in the United States, with W. B. Lord of Utica, New 
York as Grand Master. Mott claimed that all rights to 
the Rite of Misraim in the United States belonged to 
him by virtue of his office as Grand Master of the Rite 
of Memphis.” This led to much controversy with both 
Lord and Mott strongly asserting their authority. 

Wilson went on conferring the degrees of the Rite of 
Memphis and, in addition, the three Craft degrees and, 
as a consequence, was expelled by the Grand Lodge of 
New York in 1904 for illegally conferring these degrees 
under claimed authority from the clandestine “Grand 
Lodge of Ohio” which had been organized as a rival to 
the legitimate Grand Lodge of that state.” About 1900 
he merged his branch of the Rite of Memphis with that 
of Isaac H. Parrish and W. B. Lord, under the name of 
the “Royal Masonic Rite.” This body never assumed 
any real importance and soon passed into oblivion. 

Dr. Alexander B. Mott, head of the Seymour branch 
of the Rite, died in 1889. He was succeeded by Harvey 
G. Goodale.” In September, 1914, Goodale turned over 
all the papers and control of the Rite to Ellis B. Guild, 
who kept control until just before he died on May 13. 


1921. There are several claimants to Guild’s authority, 
hut so far as can be ascertained this branch of the Rite 
is now entirely dormant, or we might say is “a Shadow 


Body,” 
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It is worthy of attention that practically all those who 
have been actively engaged in the promotion of the Rite 
of Memphis have been prominently identified with 
other spurious Masonic Bodies. Seymour was one of 
the prime movers in the revival of the clandestine Cer- 
neau Scottish Rite. Burt and Wilson were connected 
with clandestine Craft lodges. Mott was, in 1888, Grand 
Lieutenant Commander of the so-called Cerneau Su- 
preme Council.” Guild was also identified with this il- 
legal Scottish Rite organization. Many other instances 
might be cited, but those already given will suffice. 


Granp Lopces Frown upon Spurtous Rires AND DEGREES 


While the various Grand Lodges of the different States 
admit that Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, Councils of 
Royal and Select Masters, Commanderies of Knights 
Templar, and bodies of the Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite, working under the authority of regular Grand 
Bodies, are a part of legitimate Masonry, they have 
quite generally taken the stand that such organizations 
as the Rites of Misraim and Memphis have no legal sta- 
tus, and a number of them, by constitutional amendment 
or edict of the Grand Master, have forbidden members 
of their lodges in their jurisdiction to associate them- 
selves in any way with such organizations. 

In 1882, the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts amended 
its Constitution (Section 25) to read as follows: 

“Any Mason in this jurisdiction who shall confer. 
communicate, or sell, or t in conferring, com- 
municating or selling, or sol anyone to receive or 
apply for, any so called Masonic degree or degrees 
limited to Freemasons, not hereinbefore recognized 
or admitted, may he expelled from all the rights and 
privileges of Masonry.” 

The degrees excepted are those conferred in the bod- 


ies named in the preceding paragraph. 
Section 507 of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of 
New York says: 


the true and legitimate source of Masonic au- 
thority and the supreme and sovereign Masonic body 
in this Grand Jurisdiction, this Grand Lodge recog- 
nizes as Masonic only those organizations or bodies 
which it shall declare so to be or with which it is in 
Masonic affiliation. Any Mason under the jurisdic- 
tion of this Grand Lodge who shall hereafter take or 
receive, confer or he present at, or assist in the con- 
ferring of any degree, grade or order, in or under the 
authority of any organization or body claiming to he 
Masonic, or which uses or employs in its ceremonies, 
either directly or indirectly, or by reference to or 
otherwise. any part of the esoteric work, signs or sym- 
bols of the three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry, 
and which is not declared to be or recognized as such 
Masonic organization or body by this Grand Lodge, 
is guilty of a Masonic offence.” 
The Section following the above lists the same bodies 
as previously referred to as duly recognized, 
One of the most sweeping edicts against the Rite of 
Memphis is that adopted by the Grand Lodge of Penn- 
sylvania, which is given in full below: 


= “PENNSYLVANIA 
THE CLANDESTINE RITE OF MEMPHIS 

“The following edict of the Grand Lodge of Penn- 

sylvania has just been issued, and is bein 


, sent to all 
of the lodges in the jurisdiction, and each lodge is 
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required to send a copy of the edict to every member: 


“GRAND LODGE OF FREE AND ACCEPTED 
MASONS OF PENNSYLVANIA 
PHILADELPHIA, JUNE 30, 1890-5890 


“At the Quarterly Communication held the 4th, 
instant, the following preamble and resolutions were 
unanimously adopted: 

“Whereas, the so-called ‘Egyptian Rite of Memphis’ 
has been decided hy the R.W. Grand Master of Ma- 
sons of Pennsylvania to be not a Masonic Body, and 
not entitled to occupy a Masonic Hall, dedicated to 
Free-Masonry; and whereas the so-called ‘Egyptian 
Masonic Rite of Memphis’ in its title unlawfully as- 
serts that it is a Masonic Body; and whereas the said 
Rite unlawfully addresses its certificates, issued to ils 
members, to ‘all Masons throughout the Globe,’ and 
whereas the said Rite, in its constitution and official 
history, compiled and published by its so-called Grand 
N ter, unlawfully asserts that its so-called Grand 
Master ‘shall always possess the right and have the 
power to make Masons at sight,’ therefore, 
“Resolved, That the so-called ‘Egyptian Masonic Rite 
in Memphis’ is Masonically a clandestine body. 
“Resolved, That an edict of the R.W. Grand Lodge be 
issued declaring the so-called ‘Egyptian Masonic Rite 
of Memphis’ to be clandestine, and notifying and re- 
quiring all brethren, Free and Accepted Masons, in 
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 
to sever their connection with and renounce their 
allegiance to said Rite within ninety days from this 
4th day of June, A.L. 5890. 

“In order that the proper force and effect may be 
given to this action of Grand Lodge, you are hereby 
directed to have this edict read in open lodge at its 
next meeting and copied in full in its minutes, and to 
cause a copy thereof to be sent to each member of 
the lodge. 


“All brethren who are now members of any Body 
appertaining to, constituting, or derived from the so- 
called “Egyptian Masonic Rite of Memphis’ are hereby 
required to sever their connection with and renounce 


their allegiance to said Rite within ninety days from 
the 4th day of June, 1890, and to notify the Masonic 


lodge of which they are members of their renuncia- 
tion. 

“And all brethren, Free and Accepted Masons. who 
shall be found to be and remain members of said 
clandestine Rite after the said-mentioned date, are 
hereby notified that they will thereupon forthwith be 
able to Masonic trial and punishment, in conform- 
ity with Masonic law in such case made and provided. 

“By order of the R.W. Grand Master. 

(signed) MICHAEL NISBET. 
Grand Secretary’ 


Many other Grand Lodges have taken similar action. 


but as the constitutional provision in each of these cases 
is practically the same as the ones already cited it is un- 


necessary to mention them in detail. 
Unrounpep Ciatms or THe Rire or Memputs 
There is ample evidence that the Rite of Memphis 
laid claim to the 33rd degree of the Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite, and held that those who had received this 
degree of the Rite of Memphis should be acknowledged 
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as legitimate thirty-third degree Masons of the Scottish 
Rite. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Supreme Council of the 
Northern Jurisdiction for 1870, three members of Hope 
Lodge, No. 244, F.&A.M., of New York City, viz: James 
M. Hubbs, John J. Gorman, and Willard C. Black, pre- 
sented a memorial asking that they receive recognition 
as 33rd degree Masons of the A.A.S.R., they having re- 
ceived the thirty-third degree according to the Rite of 
Memphis. This memorial was referred to a special 
committee, which reported that “it is evident that these 
brethren have been victims of imposture,” and that “the 
prayer cannot be granted without an entire departure 
from the principles and safeguards of the Rite... Their 
only remedy is to seek the grade which they suppose 
themselves to possess, through the proper and legitimate 
channels.” Their names do not appear in the list of 
members of the Supreme Council, so the distinction they 
sought was not conferred upon them. John J. Gorman 
later became Sovereign Grand Commander of the so- 
called revived Cerneau Supreme Council of the Scot- 
tish Rite. (This is taken from the Proc. of the A.A.S.R., 
Northern Jurisdiction, for 1870 page 108—of the reprint. 
page 96). 

Later DEVELOPMENTS ON THE UNITED STATES 

In 1914 we find one Ellis B. Guild posing as Sovereign 
Grand Master of the Rite of Memphis for the United 
States of America. Guild died some ten years ago and 
at present there are at least four claimants to the Su- 
preme Authority over that organization, some of them 
holding that they derive authority from Seymour. 
through direct descent; others that they derive author. 
ity from Burt through Wilson and Parrish, and still 
another claiming authority from Italy. In addition to 
this at least one group claims a French origin of recent 
years—this, of course, could not possibly have any basis 
of fact, as seen in the early part of this treatment. 

Between 1890 and 1896, Jacques Ochs, a Roumanian, 
claimed authority from the National Grand Lodge of 
Roumania to establish Masonic Lodges in the United 
States. His authority was revoked, and he then ap- 
peared as a Representative of the Grand Orient of Spain 
for the Rite of “Memphis and Misraim,” and established 
lodges in New York which he told the initiates were 
regular Masonic bodies in which they could get all the 
degrees at low rates. His operations extended to Phila- 
delphia, Pa., and Chicago, Ill, where he found numer- 
ous dupes at so much per capita. He was denounced by 
regular Masonic authorities, and soon found himself 
under arrest. after which the bodies he had founded 
soon ceased to exist. This was simply another case of 
a clever degree-peddler preying upon credulity and ig- 
norance. The Ochs Rite of “Memphis and Misraim” 
was not the Marconis Rite. but evidently some invention 


of his own. 

There was also an Egyptian Masonic Rite of Memphis 
for the Cosmos in Boston, Mass.. about 1881, which lived 
but a short time, and there are records of an Antient 
and Primitive (Spanish) Rite of Memphis and Misraim 
at New York, Philadelphia and Chicago, around 1890- 
95, which had no connection with the Antient and Prim- 
itive Rite of Memphis established here hy Marconis.” 
Evidence of continued activities of this old Boston rite. 
of one of Wilson’s various activities was 


or a revival 1 } i 
found in very recent years. The prime mover is a man 
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who was the head of a clandestine Massachusetts sym- 
bolic lodge, as shown by court records in the archives of 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. The verbatim testi- 
mony in the legal prosecution of the frauds is interest- 
ing reading. 

Matthew McBain Thompson, of American Masonic 
Federation notoriety, also included the Rites of Mem- 
phis and Misraim in his list of Orders or degrees, as is 
shown by his testimony in the trial at Salt Lake City, 
Utah, in 1922, when he was convicted of fraudulent use 
of the mails of the United States and fined $5,000 and 
sentenced to serve two years in the Federal Penitentiary. 
His pretension to Scottish recognition was exposed by 
testimony showing that the Grand Lodge of Scotland 
does not recognize these Rites as belonging to Freema- 


sonry. —(Pages 84, 134, 176, 212 and 243). 


Tue Rive or Memputs iN ENGLAND 


On October 24, 1859, W. Grey Clarke, Grand Secre- 
tary of the Grand Lodge of England, issued a circular 
(see The Freemason, September 23, 1871) direct- 
ing Masters of Lodges to see that no member of the “Re- 
formed Order of Memphis, or Rite of the Grand Lodge 
of Philadelphes” should be admitted to any Lodge, and 
asking them to remind the members of their lodges that 
they could hold no communication with irregular lodges 
without incurring the penalty of expulsion from the 
Order, and the liability of being proceeded against un- 
der the Act 39, George II, for taking part in the meet- 
ings of illegal secret societies. 

In the same issue of The Freemason, there ap- 
peared a letter from Meyer and Lowenstark, which 
stated that the Antient and Primitive Rite of Memphis, 
lately introduced into England by B. D. Hyam, Past 
Grand Master of Masons of California, U.S.A., had no 
connection with the spurious body named. 

In The Freemason of October 7, 1871, we find 
this note, “We are requested to state that the Rite of 
Memphis is not and never has been recognized by the 
Grand Orient of France, and further, that it is viewed 
as an imposture by the heads of the Masonic Order in 
America, who have repeatedly denounced the reputed 
“Sovereign of Memphis”, Harry J. Seymour and his col- 
league, not only as spurious Masons, but of men un- 
worthy of credit in every respect. We are informed that 
the rite is impious and atheistical in its teachings and 
that active measures are on foot to expose the iniquity 
of its proceedings.” 

Again we find in The Freemason of October 19, 
1872 (page 644) an editorial stating that the Grand 
Orient of France desired to absorb the Rite of Memphis 
and so wipe out what it considered an anomaly and a 
disgrace to the Craft. 

According to Brother Dudley Wright, all doubt as to 

the illegality of the Antient and Primitive Rite had 
been settled on April 12 and 13, 1871, when a concordat 
was arrived at between the Ancient and Accepted Rite 
for England, Wales and the Dominions and Dependen- 
cies of the British Crown, the Grand Lodge of Mark 
Master Masons of England, Wales, ete... and the Great 
Priory of the United Religious and Military Orders of 
the Temple of England and Wales, by which any mem- 
her of these three bodies becoming or continuing a 
member of the Antient and Primitive Rite Wass ape) 
facto excluded from any or all of these hodies. 
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Despite this decree, a charter was granted, in 1872, for 
a Sovereign Grand Body for Great Britain and Ireland, 
which was formally inaugurated by Harry J. Seymour, 
Grand Master General of the United States. Most prom- 
inently identified with the movement was John Yarker. 
He had previously been invested with the degrees by 
Benjamin D. Hyam, under patent from Harry J. Sey- 
mour and was installed as Grand Master General of 
Great Britain and Ireland. Charters were granted for 
Chapters in London, Manchester, Havant and Dublin. 
Later bodies were warranted for Burnley and Aber- 
deenshire.” 

At this time the number of degrees of the Rite had 
been officially reduced by Seymour to thirty-three (from 
ninety-six), but according to a letter from John Yarker 
permission was granted to the various hodies to work 
such other side-degrees as they might desire, if in ac- 
cord with the old system.” 

John Yarker was the prime moving spirit of the Rite 
in England. He was a Masonic student of some repute 
and a writer of no mean ability. He seemed, however, 
to have a penchant for erratic quasi-Masonic organiza- 
tions, including the Rite of Swedenborg, of which he 
was Supreme Grand Master for the United Kingdom, the 
Sat Bhai of Prague, and various other mystic and occult 
institutions.” He also signed himself F.S.Se. (London). 
This was a pseudo-scientifie society started by one Al- 
bert Sturman, who at one time kept a private school for 
boys in London and also acted as an agent for the sale of 
various hogus degrees produced on this side of the At- 
lantic. This “Society” for a considerable time was listed 
in the cautionary column of the London Truth. After 
Sturman’s death, his wife, who was really the active 
partner in the business, carried on with some success.” 

In 1870, the Supreme Council of the Ancient and Ac- 
cepted Rite of England issued a Balustre giving notice 
of the expulsion of John Yarker, 18°, for un-Masonic 
conduct.” : 
: The Rite of Memphis never gained any great foothold 
an England, although bodies were reported as working 
in Liverpool and the Isle of Man at comparatively re- 
cent dates. The 1934 “revival” in Belgium, which ree- 
ognized the Yarker charters, is obviously irregular and 
has no standing. A periodical called The Kneph, de- 
voted to the interests of the Rite, was edited first by 
Kenneth R. H. MacKenzie and afterward by John Yar- 
ker. This was succeeded by another periodical entitled 


The Zuzimuth. which was very short lived. 


SuMMARY 


The Rites of Misraim and Memphis have been a thorn 


in the side of legitimate Freemasonry ever since their 
Inception, 


For the most part they have been exploited 
by Masonic 


adventurers, many of whom had heen ex- 
pelled from Freemasonry, for their own personal profit. 
Since 1862 it has been under the control of the Grand 
Orient of France which has never authorized its work- 
ing beyond the first three degrees, and in those only to 
such lodges of the Rite as had previously been estah- 
lished, all of which goon abandoned it. 

It appears that Marconis acted in bad faith with the 
Grand Orient, and that after the Rite had been taken 
under its protection claimed that his renunciation of 
his authority to the Grand Orient had been for France 
only, and proceeded to issue alleged authority for its 
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promulgation in other countries to Seymour and others. 
These rites never formed any part of legitimate Free- 
masonry. Its rituals are a mass of anachronisms, dis- 
torted history, inaccurate science and jumbled philos- 
ophy. Being issued in printed form they are quite com- 
mon and easy of access. To pay money to anyone for 
the conferring of these degrees is a case of a “fool and 
his money.” Whatever abstract interest they may have 
for the student of ritual, they are of no practical utility 
and properly belong in a library of Masonic curios. 
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“WHAT OF IT, IF 
* GREAT BRITAIN FALLS?” 

In the minds of leading commentators, 
this question overshadows all others. It 
involves, they declare, not only our lib- 
erties, our security and our economic 
well-being, but possibly our national in- 
tegrity after a long economic and a 
bloody war with Germanica and Japan. 

For some, unfortunately, this question 
has little or no significance. If they 
think at all, they feel we have but “to 
attend to our own business,” cultivate 
trade with Japan and Latin America, 
seek friendship with Germany and all 
will be well with us. According to them, 
and they harp much about it, there is 
nothing else to consider, therefore, let 
old England go hang! 

To those who have studied the proces- 
ses of Hitler, observed the folly of the 
neutrality and appeasement, who know 
German economy—bartering aided by 
debasement of its currency in interna- 
tional exchange and unfair bulldozing 
methods—who have witnessed its abso- 
lute disregard for its pledged word, its 
avowed ambition for world conquest, and 
have noted German influence in Latin 
America, and the Fascist activities of 
Japan in the Orient, then the fall of Eng- 
land means disaster for the United States. 
They contend that our only hope, if we 
are to escape invasion, is to support Eng- 
land with all our resources. 

Those who advocate the fullest support 
of England base their conclusions as fol- 
lows: German victory means the loss to 
us of the British Navy in the Atlantic to 
support the Monroe Doctrine and in the 
Pacific, to support a common British and 
American interest against Japanese ag- 
gression in those waters. As fatal to our 
welfare as this would be, Hitler would 
add to the German Navy what was left 
of the navies of the conquered nations 
and invade the United States. 

If for the moment this were not feas- 
ible, he would use the navies of the con- 


quered countries to challenge our own 
influence among the Latin-American 
countries, while he compelled the skilled 
shipbuilders of Holland, France and 
England to enlarge his navy, with which 
he would nullify the Monroe Doctrine, 
gain control of Latin America and at- 
tack us at the most vulnerable points. 

Through the economic methods above 
referred to—his bartering and continued 
debasement of German currency in inter- 
national trade—Hitler could acquire all 
the raw materials he needed from the 
Western Hemisphere to control the com- 
merce of Europe and, in turn, to satisfy 
Latin America with manufactured goods. 

Statistics show that most Latin-Ameri- 
can nations sell the greater part of their 
products outside of the Western Hemi- 
sphere, and that many of our products, 
particularly from our farms, compete in 
the European markets with those pro- 
duced south of the Rio Grande. 

In light of these facts, the normal eco- 
nomic ties of those countries—in the sale 
of the bulk of their products—encour~ 
ages barter arrangements with Hitler. It 
is declared that if the British Empire 
should fall and international exchange be 
destroyed in South America and Europe 
by a barter system controlled by Hitler, 
these areas would ultimately be compelled 
to form economic and political dictator- 
ships patterned along the lines of Fascism 
or Naziism. 

In this event, without considering the 
aggression of Japan in the Orient, these 
observers believe that our world market: 
would become so greatly disrupted thor 
there would be no economic prosperity in 
the United States such as we now enjov. 
Reliable authorities hold that this would 
result in agricultural and industrial stag- 
nation, followed by an upheaval that 
would wipe out our social and economic 
processes and with them our liberties and 
democratic institutions. 

Keep Britain from being defeated! 
This, in the opinion of our keenest anal- 


ysts, is the only way to escape the bedev- 
iling and annihilating processes of Hitler. 
The cost now is but a mere bagatelle 
compared with what it will be if Britain 
falls, for not only is our economic life 
even now endangered, but a fight for our 
national existence is in the offing. 

For more than 100 years England’s 
magnificent fleet has saved the United 
States the cost of a two-ocean navy, such 
as was recently authorized by Congress. 
England protected the Atlantic coast, 
and its Pacific fleet working in conjunc- 
tion with that of the United States saved 
this country further expense in the Far 
East. The cost of aid to England now 
would not be comparable to the huge 
cost of building and maintaining a two- 
ocean navy of a size necessary to guaran- 
tee American independence. 

On the other kand there are some who 
believe that if England fails, Germany 
and its enforced Allies cannot invade this 
country, a task all admit is difficult un- 
less made through an adjoining American 
nation. The believe the United States 
can protect itself from world conquest. 

This brings up the question of whether 
or not they mean conquest by war alone. 
War is not the only thing that enters into 
such a question. Those who look at it 
from a world-wide standpoint cannot see 
the logic of the proponents of isolation. 

—Scottish Rite News Bulletin. 


MASONS OPEN HOMES TO 
CHILDREN FROM ENGLAND 
The Grand Lodge of Canada in On- 
tario will care for 1,000 British children 
for the duration of the war. They will 
be brought to Canada under a plan now 
being comoleted. The offer was made to 
the Grand Lodge of England, and in- 
cluded the children of British Masons and 
the wards of British Masonic institutions. 
The children will probably be taken 
care of in the homes of Ontario Masons, 
who have been most generous in offering 


assistance. 
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SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 


Levin Winder, an officer in the Ameri- 
can Revolution and Governor of Mary- 
land (1812-15), was born in Somerset 
County, Md., September 4, 1757. He 
was Grand Master of Maryland (1814- 
15) during his term as Governor. 

Henry Fowle was born at Boston, 
Mass., September 19, 1766, and was one 
of the founders of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of Knights Templar, U. S. A. 

John A. Quitman, 33d., Active Mem- 
ber of the Supreme Council, 33d., South- 
ern Jurisdiction, U.S. A., who was Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi 
for 14 terms and Governor of that state, 
was born at Rhinebeck, N.Y., Septem- 
ber 1, 1799. 

Francis Rawn Shunk, Governor of 
Pennsylvania (1845-48) and an earnest 
supporter of the public school system, 
became a member of Perseverance Lodge 
No. 21, Harrisburg, Pa., September 9, 
1818, and in 1820 was Master. 

Maj. Gen. John A. Logan, who served 
in the Mexican and Civil Wars and was 
U. S. Senator from Illinois for 2 terms, 
was made a Mason in Benton (lIll.) Lodge 
No. 64, September 6, 1851. He was 
elected to receive the 33rd degree in the 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U. S. A., 
September 15, 1886, but died before it 
was conferred upon him. 

Arthur MacArthur, an officer in the 
Spanish-American War, received the 33rd 
degree in the Northern Masonic Jurisdic- 
tion, U. S. A., September 16, 1890, be- 
coming an Active Member September 20, 
1905. He was the 23rd Grand Master 
of Knights Templar U. S. A. 

Maj. Gen. Charles King, noted writer 
and novelist, who served in five American 
Wars, received the 33rd degree in the 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U. S. A., 
September 21, 1920. 

Count Goblet D’Alviella, Grand Com- 
mander of the Supreme Council, 33d., of 
Belgium, a member of Parliament and a 
writer, died at Brussels, September 9, 
1925. 

Joseph K. Orr, 32d., 25th Grand Mas- 
ter of Knights Templar, U.S. A. (1919 
eeu died at Atlanta, Ga., September 18, 


Livinc BreTHReN 
James S. McCandless, 33d., Deputy in 
Hawaii of the Suprem? Council, 33d., 
Southern Jurisdiction, U.S. A., was born 
at Indiana, Pa., September 20, 1855, and 
received the 32nd degree September 11, 
1908, at Honolulu, Hawaii. 


Gen. John J. Pershing, 33d., Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the American Forces 
in the World War, was born in Linn 
County, Mo., September 13, 1860. 

Albert F. Pray, 33d., Active Member 
in Minnesota and Grand Master of Cere- 
monies of the Supreme Council, 33d., 
Southern Jurisdiction, U. S. A., was born 
at St. Cloud, Minn., September 24, 1863, 
and was made a Master Mason in Minne- 
apolis (Minn.) Lodge No. 19, September 
7, 1899. 

Dr. William F. Lippitt, 33d., Deputy 
in Puerto Rico of the Supreme Council, 
33d., Southern Jurisdiction, U. S. A., was 
born in West Virginia, September 15, 
1865. 

Luther A. Smith, 33d., Active Member 
in Mississippi and Grand Orator of the 
Supreme Council, 33d., Southern Juris- 
diction, U. S. A., was born at Alpharitta, 
Ga., September 20, 1883. 

Walter C. Temple, 33d., Active Mem- 
ber in Texas and Grand Sword Bearer of 
the Supreme Council, 33d., Southern 
Jurisdiction, U. S. A., received the 32nd 
degree at Dallas. Texas, September 14, 
1905. 

Wendell L. Willkie, nominee of the Re- 
publican party for U. S. President, was 
made a Mason in Quincy Lodge No. 230, 
Elwood, Ind., September 9, 1913, becom- 
ing a charter member of Coventry Lodge 
No. 665, Akron, Ohio, in 1920, 

Arthur H. Moore, Governor of New 
Jersey, received the 33rd degree in the 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U.S. A., 
September 27, 1939. 
100th ANNIVERSARY 

The 100th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Masonic Grand Lodge of Illi- 
nois will be celebrated at Chicago, on 
October 8, 1940. The Chicago function 
will climax a series of celebrations held 
in various parts of the state during the 
past few months. : 


ANCIENT MASONIC DOCUMENTS 

Ancient petitions, receipted bills and 
other documents dating back as far as 
1775, were recently uncovered when 
Unanimity Lodge No. 7, A.F.&A.M., 
Fdenton, N.C., replaced the old Master’s 
steps in the lodge room. Yellowed with 
age, the old papers were found under- 
neath the steps. They contain many in- 
teresting and important facts about the 
early days of the lodge. 


Included were several applications for 
membership, written in the flowery lan- 


guage of an earlier day, and bills for brass 
compasses, hinges, wood planks, sheep- 
skins, and even one for a coffin for one 
of the deceased Fraternity members. An- 
other paper, dated December 2, 1834, 
summoned an erring member to meeting 
to answer a charge of un-Masonic con- 
duct. The reply of the member is also 
among the papers, and he admits his error 
and asks forgiveness of the lodge. 

C. W. Sawyer, Master of the lodge, is 
classifying the papers and will incorpo- 
rate them into the lodge history. They 
make a valuable addition to the ancient 
minutes, which are preserved intact since 
Unanimity Lodge was chartered in 1775, 


SENIOR 33d DEGREE MASON DIES 

Walter James Thompson, senior 33rd 
degree Scottish Rite Mason in the South- 
ern Jurisdiction, U. S. A., died at his 
home in Tacoma, Wash., August 3, 1940, 
He was born at Spring Prairie, Wis., Jan- 
uary 25, 1853, and was elected a 33d de- 
gree Scottish Rite Mason October 19 
1892. He received the Degree on Janus 
ary 6th, the following year. ; 

Louis G. Clarke, 33d., who received 
the degree January 27, 1894, is now the 
senior 33rd degree Mason in the Southern 
Jurisdiction. Mr. Clarke is 85 years old 
and has been a Mason for 60 years. He 
is Active Member in Oregon and Grand 
Chamberlain of the Supreme Council. 
33d., Southern Jurisdiction, U.S. A., and 
was elected Grand Cross of the Court of 
Honour in 1921. 


WORLD WAR MASONIC MEETING 

Masonry has carried on under adverse 
conditions on many occasions, but on 
none more unusual or dangerous than a 
meeting of The Pioneers Lodge No. 420 
(Irish Constitution) of the 16th Royal 
Irish Rifles, in July, 1915. The lodge 
convened on the upper floor of a farm- 
house in Flanders within 3,000 yards of 
the German lines at a time when the 
Germans were desperately pushing an of- 
fensive. 

Members attended fully armed and 
carrying gas masks. Masons received 
permission to leave front-line trenches to 
attend, and returned to relieve others af- 
ter participating in lodge activities. Dur- 
ing the whole of the meeting German 
shells dropped near the farmhouse, and 
at times the noise of battle was so great 
that it was impossible for members to 
hear the ritual. 

The lodge opened at 3 p.m.; was called 


from labor to refreshment from 6 to 
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7:30, and then resumed its work until 
10 p.m. Three candidates received the 
first degree, two the second, and three 
were made Master Masons. 

The Military Lodge was especially 
chartered by the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 
Before the meeting it was necessary to 
build some Masonic furniture to replace 
that which had been destroyed at Aveluy 
Wood. The place of meeting was also 
changed from a medical corps marquee 
to the farmhouse, which had been badly 
shelled only a short time before. , 


BRITISH MASONIC LIFE BOATS 

Three boats donated and supported by 
British Masons were among the nineteen 
vessels from the Royal National Life-boat 
Institution that evacuated thousands of 
English soldiers from Dunkirk, last June, 
in the magnificent retreat that saved the 
Allied forces trapped in Belgium. One of 
the Masenic-owned boats was lost, and 
of the other eighteen boats from the In- 
stitution, ene was severely damaged and 
all the others suffered some damage of a 
less serious nature. 

The Institution recently notified the 
British Ministry of Shipping that it would 
assume the entire cost of the expedition, 
and told the Government it would accept 
no damages. The cost amounted to more 
than 2,000 pounds for rewards paid to 
the crews, replacement of equipment and 
stores, and repairs for damaged life boats. 
The Hythe, the boat that was lost. was 
a gift from Lord Wakefield of Hythe, 
Past Grand Warden, and cost 6,000 
pounds in 1936. 


1,500 MASTER MASONS 
WITNESS MODOC DEGREE 

More than 1,500 Master Masons from 
thirty-one states, Alaska and the Canal 
Zone witnessed the second conferring of 
the Master Mason degree on top of Pris- 
oners Rock in the Modoc Lava Beds, Tule- 
lake, Calif., on July 13th. It is known 
as the “Modoc Degree” because of its as- 
sociation with the Modoc Lava Beds. On 
historic Captain Jack’s Stronghold, where 
a natural depression forms an outdoor 
lodge room tinged with rock walls and 
carpeted with desert grasses, Silver 
Trowel Lodge No. 9, Phoenix, Ariz., con- 
ferred the degree upon Candidate Ken- 
neth E. Meadows. 

The Arizona Lodge was invited to do 
the work by Canby Cross Lodge No. 679, 
Tulelake, Calif., which was granted a 
dispensation to put on the “Modoc De- 
gree” by William B. Ogden, Grand Mas- 
ter of the Grand Lodge of California. 
Grand Master Ogden and other officers 
of the Grand Lodge were present. 

Other prominent Masons who wit- 
nessed the work included Grand Master 
George Coleman and Grand Secretary E. 
C. Peterson of the Grand Lodge of 
Nevada; Arthur Hay, Deputy Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Oregon; 
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Lewis C. Clarke, 33d., Inspector General 
of the Scottish Rite Supreme Council; 
Ralph Pinney, Grand Treasurer of the 
Grand Lodge of Oregon; Arthur W. 
Sloyer, Senior Grand Deacon of the Grand 
Lodge of Washington; Carey B. Wilson, 
Grand Lecturer, and Amos Betts, Past 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Arizona. Several other Past Grand Mas- 
ters of western states were also present. 

Canby Cross Lodge No. 679 presented 
Candidate Meadows with a silver trowel, 
and Silver Trowel Lodge No. 29 with a 
beautiful gavel, to commemorate the 
event. — 

Arrangements were in charge of Dr. 
Roscoe L. Clark, Past Master of Provident 
Lodge No. 609, Sacramento, Calif., which 
first put on the “Modoc Degree” in 1938. 
At that time Doctor Clark conferred the 
degree upon Edson Abel before 1,000 Ma- 
sons from twenty-eight states, the Phil- 
ippines and Canada. Since then the open- 
air lodge has been visited by hundreds of 
touring Masons. 

Members of the Silver Trowel Lodge 
degree team were William Rasmussen, 
Lester Clapp, A! Miller, Gilbert Whitby, 
William Glenn, Julien Dorsey, Jerome 
Delvin, Tom English, Walter Robinson, 
Amos Betts, Alfred Schuler and Charles 
Barnes. Newell W. Stewart is Master of 
the Lodge. : 


DEGREE WORK IN SALT MINE 

More than sixty Masons descended 750 
feet into the Morton Salt Company mine 
at Grand Saline, Texas, recently to con- 
fer the Master Mason degree upon a can- 
didate employed by the company. Spe- 
cial dispensation for the meeting was 
granted by Grand Master Leo Hart of 
the Grand Lodge of Texas. 

Grand Saline Lodge No. 1269 admin- 
istered the work, and the furniture of 
the lodge was transported to the mine 
for the degree. Only difficulty was in 
entering and leaving the “lodge room.” 
Because of limited facilities, it took al- 
most half an hour to transport the mem- 
bers to and from the mine depths. 


WORLD WAR MILITARY LODGES 

Eleven American Grand Lodges issued 
dispensations for Military Lodges during 
the World War. The largest number was 
established by New York, with five Sea 
and Field Lodges located in New York 
City, and in Paris, Le Mans, Marseilles 
and Beaune, all in France. Kentucky es- 
tablished two Military Lodges; North 
Dakota issued dispensation for its “Num- 
ber Two Military Lodge,” the first hav- 
ing been in the Philippine Islands during 
the Spanish-American War and Louis- 
iana, Montana, Ohio, Colorado, Indiana 
and North Carolina were other Grand 
Jurisdictions that established such lodges. 

Texas and Rhode Island Grand Lodges 
granted dispensations for lodges in Cob 
lenz, Germany, after the American forces 
occupied the bridgehead at that point. 
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The Texas lodge took the name of Lah- 
neck, the same as that of the castle in 
which the last German Knights Templar 
died, supposedly through the treachery of 
the German King and the Pope. 

Rhode Island’s Military Lodge, Over- 
seas Lodge No. 40, still exists. It has a 
large membership and has furnished the 
Rhode Island Grand Lodge with several 
Grand Masters. 


FOUR OFFICERS FROM 
ONE FAMILY 

Liberty Lodge No. 26, West Liberty, 
W. Va., elected a father and his three 
sons to four working stations at its regu- 
lar annual communication. Walter White- 
man, Sr., was named Worshipful Master, 
and his sons, Fred, Walter, Jr., and Stan- 
ley Whiteman were elected Senior War- 
den, Junior Warden and Senior Deacon, 
respectively. 

The Whitemans are an active Masonic 
family. Mrs. Whiteman and a daughter 
are officers in the Eastern Star, and the 
men, besides their Blue Lodge work, take 
part in the activities of the Scottish Rite 
Bedies and Osiris Temple Shrine, Wheel- 
ing, W. Va. 


$25,000 TO HARVARD ’82 

The 25th anniversary fund of the Har- 
yard class of 1882 will be increased $25,- 
000 by the terms of the will of the late 
James William Bowen, a retired broker, 
who died on June 21. Mr. Bowen was 
a member of Columbian Lodge and St. 
Bernard Commandery of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. 

The will also provides that $5000 shall 
go to the M.S.P.C.A. Annie M. Kane, 
in Mr. Bowen’s employ for many years, 
is given an annuity of $3000 and two 
other household employees, Minnie Daly 
and Lizzie Sheehan are each given $500. 

The residue of the estate is put in trust, 
the income to be paid, one half to his 
brother, Dr. John T. Bowen of 14 Marl- 
borough street, where the testator also 
lived and one half to his sister, Mrs. Eliza 
M. Guy of New York city. 

James P. McDonough, a former part- 
ner of Mr. Bowen is given $10,000 and 
another former partner, Harry M. Stone- 
metz, is to have an annuity created by 
$10,000. Mr. Bowen was a special part- 
ner in the firm of Schirmer, Atherton 
and Company. 


FRANCE DISSOLVES 
2 MASONIC ORDERS 
A copyrighted dispatch to the New 
York Times from Paris under date of 
August 20, states that in accordance with 
a law published on August 16, the French 
government has ordered the dissolution 
of the two principal Masonic orders in 
France known as the “Grand Orient de 
France” and “La Grande Loge de France” 
and their afhliated organizations. 
The decree prescribes the confiscation 
of their properties and the allotment of 
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profits from their sale to public charity. 

The Grand Orient is the order com- 
prising the three first degrees of Masonry 
known in France as Blue Lodges. It has 
a membership of 30,000 in 150 lodges of 
which 80 are in Paris. The headquarters 
since the incorporation of the order in 
1913 has been at 16 rue Cadet. 

La Grande Loge de France comprises 
the 33 degrees of Masonry and depends 
on the branch known as the Scottish 
Rite. 


R. A. CHAPTER OF N. H. 
Number of Chapters on roll ........ 26 
Number of Chapters making an- 


nual returns ....., cepacia re 26 
Membership, 1939 ........ 2 3,517 
Admitted: ssscicsecsreas 102 
Restored 8 
WD eT IS Cd tect cttan ce roeshavlomacuie. 50 
Died) esi, ee ne cre 96 
Suspended, N. P. D. 66 
Suspended ......... est) 6 
Membership, 1940 acd .. 3,406 
Exalted deciuzed pease 93 
Decrease in membership _... 111 


NEXT LORD MAYOR A MASON 

London’s Lord Mayor-clect, Sir George 
Wilkinson, will become Master of his 
lodge when he assumes office, and, in do- 
ing so, will become the 27th Master to 
have occupied the position of Lord Mayor. 
Sir George has spent eighteen years in 
the city government, and for the last 
three years has represented London on 
the London County Council. 

He received Grand Honours in 1937 
as past assistant grand director of cere- 
monies of the Grand Lodge, and has long 
been an active supporter of the voluntary 
hospital movement. Only fifty-five years 
old, Sir George will become Lord Mayor 
at an earlier age than that of most men 
who have held the office. 


MASONIC SERVICE IN ENGLAND 
_ Nearly 2,500 Masons from the Prov- 
ince of West Lancashire, England, re- 
cently attended services at Liverpool 
Cathedral dedicated to persecuted Free- 
masons in Continental Europe and other 
places conquered by the dictator nations. 
Craft members attended in full Masonic 
regalia, 

Bishop A. A. David, Past-Grand Chap- 
lain of the Grand Lodge of England, told 
those assembled that the German Goy- 
ernment and, for the present, the German 
people, have embarked upon a course op- 
posed to truth. Their dealings with other 
nations have been based upon lies, and bad 
faith has been exalted as a part of na- 
tional policy by the Nazis. He called 
upon the Masons of Britain to stand firm 
for right and truth, and predicted the 
rest of the world would eventually throw 
away the poisoncus Nazi doctrine. 

While British Masons are now called 
upon to heip prosecute the war to the 
fullest extent of their abilities, they were 
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asked to remember that Brotherly Love 
is the basis of the Craft. Masons must 
eventually stand at the head of every en- 
deavour, public and private, to heal the 
wounds of war when hostilities finally 
cease. 

Sentences and prayers were read by 
Dean F. W. Dwelly and lessons were read 
by W. S. S. Hannay, Past Grand Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master and Arthur Fos- 
ter, Provincial Grand Master of West 
Lancashire. 

Several hundred persons were unable to 
crowd their way into the Cathedral for 
the services, as all sitting and standing 
room, was taken. 


VACATIONS AS CIRCUS CLOWN 

Joe E. Ward, 32d., consulting engineer 
of Wichita Falls, Tex., pursues a normal 
professional career most of the year. But 
when Ringling Brothers and Barnum and 
Bailey Shows swing into Texas on their 
regular tour each year, Mr. Ward closes 
his office, dons grease paint and funny 
costume, and tours as a clown for two 
or three weeks. 

Probably every boy has dreamed of 
life under the big top, but the Wichita 
Falls engineer is one of the few that has 
made that dream come true—and at the 
same time led what is commonly con- 
sidered a normal life. He believes the 
circus ranks with baseball as a real Amer- 
ican institution. 

Mr. Ward was made a Mason in Hill 
City (Tex.) Lodge No. 456, received his 
Scottish Rite degrees in 1919 at Dallas, 
Texas, and is a Past Potentate of Wichita 
Falls Shriners. During the first World 
War he served in the capacity of ground 
training instructor for aviators. Among 
the soldiers he instructed were Dana X. 
Bible, coach at the University of Texas, 
and Earl Carroll, creator of the Vanities, 


HARSH METHODS NEEDED 
TO SUBJUGATE DUTCH 

The pretty fiction that the German 
occupation was welcomed by the Dutch 
people was recently swept away by the 
pronouncement of harassed General 
Christiansen, who heads the occupying 
force. Resistance forced him to order 
that “whoever—soldier or citizen—jn- 
jures the prestige of German army 
authorities or symbols will be punished 
and acts of violence against members of 
the German army may be punished by 
death.” 

He rebuked the Dutch for failing to 
understand the blessings of German oc- 
cupation, which he said was designed to 
bring “safety and peace” to their coun- 
try. 

For two months following the Nazi 
invasion, no news of importance filtered 
out of Holland. Meanwhile, German 
propagandists busily ground out copy 
designed to convince the American pub 
lic that Dutch citizens were happy with 
their conquerors in control, 
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Now it appears that Germany can en- 
force its rule only by the same stern, 
ruthless methods it has employed to sub- 
jugate other minorities. Apparently, 
only a merciless decree can gain respect 
for the German uniform. Soldiers and 
citizens alike may lose their lives for im- 
proper conduct toward their conquerors, 
and Netherlands soldiers who fail to sa- 
lute when they pass a Nazi trooper lose 
their freedom as released prisoners of war. 

This is the “‘safety and peace” Hitler 
has brought to the Lowlands. What con- 
sistency! 


REMARKABLE CONTRIBUTIONS 

The annual festivals, held to raise 
funds toward maintaining the three 
Royal Masonic Institutions of the United 
Grand Lodge of England, are usually 
joyous occasions celebrated by the stew- 
ards who meet and dine handsomely. But 
this year, owing to the national emer- 
gency, only a few leading Masons gath- 
ered in the board room of the headquar- 
ters of the Royal Masonic Institution for 
Boys to read the reports of the several 
thousand stewards charged with obtain- 
ing subscriptions. 

Presiding officer at the assemblage was 
Lord Cornwallis, Provincial Grand Mas- 
ter for Kent, who would have headed the 
festival. He was supported by William 
F. Blay, Deputy Provincial Grand Mas- 
ter; Bertram W. Noble, Assistant Pro- 
vincial Grand Master; F. J. Bryan. Pro- 
vincial Grand Secretary; John F, Cleeves, 
Treasurer; P. G. Mallory, Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master for Buckingham- 
shire, and others. 

The endeavors of the stewards met 
with marked success in the various Prov- 
inces, Districts, London lodges and Over- 
seas lodges. In the Province of Kent 
alone, 3,776 stewards reported subscrip- 
tions totaling 92,735 pounds. Other 
areas yielded 33,993 pounds making a 
grand total of over 126.728 pounds—a 
most remarkable accomplishment. 

The following statement of results for 
all three of the Royal Masonic Institu- 
tions is a clear indication that the Ma- 
sonic spirit in England remains strone 
and obligations are remembered despite 
the distracting and difficult conditions 
there: 

Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution— 
86.107 pounds; 

Royal Masonic Institution for Girls— 
85.046 pounds; 

Roval Masonic Institution for Boys— 
126,728 pounds; : 


making a total of 297,881 pounds. 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 

The Episcopal Church has officially 
recognized “the right of freedom of con- 
science for those who, though willing to 
risk their lives in non-combatant service, 
ire unwilling for conscience’s sake to take 
human life in war,” in a resolution re- 
cently passed. Tt has set up a register 
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where any conscientious objector can re- 
cord his conviction. 

Interpreting the resolution, an Episco- 
palian minister has stated that when a 
just war cannot be averted through arbi- 
tration or other peaceful means, it is not 
necessary that a Christian, as a Christian, 
must fight. He was emphatically of the 
opinion, however, that a good Christian 
may fight, without moral condemnation, 
to stamp out the forces that are seeking 
to destroy religion and democracy. 

He further stated that a Christian, as a 
good citizen, must fight if his country 
demands it. 


HILTON ELECTED 

Frank H. Hilton of Belmont, past 
senior grand warden and past grand 
marshal of the Grand Lodge of Masons 
jn Massachusetts, was elected secretary 
of the grand lodge at its quarterly meet- 
ing Wednesday afternoon, Sept. 12, at 
Masonic Temple, Boston. He has been 
serving as secretary-pro-tem since the 
death, May 22, of Dr. Frederick W. Ham- 
ilton. Hilton’s term as secretary will 
expire at the annual meeting in Decem- 
ber, 1940. 


NEW EDITOR 

Walter W. Fuller, formerly fraternal 
editor of the Detroit News, is the new 
editor of The Tyler-Keystone, Battle 
Creek, Mich., a Masonic publication. He 
takes the place of James G. Frey, who 
died last December. 

Mr. Fuller was made a Mason in Rich- 
mond (Mich.) Lodge No. 187 and is a 
Knight Templar and Shriner. He has 
covered Masonic activities in Michigan 
for the Detroit News for many years and 
has a wide acquaintance among Masons 
in that sta 


IRISH NEUTRALITY ILLOGICAL 

Ireland’s illogical position as a neutral 
in the present European war may be a 
deciding factor in the outcome, many 
observers believe. For military experts 
point out that its 15,000 badly-equipped 
and badly-officered men would be no 
more able to resist a Nazi invasion than 
Denmark was earlier in the war. 

While a large number of Irish people 
realize that Ireland’s independence must, 
in the long run, depend upon British pro- 
tection, the traditional hatred of Eng- 
land and a heavy barrage of Nazi propa- 
ganda designed to alienate the two 
countries have convinced others that 
a German victory would break Britain’s 
domination of Eire. Consequently there 
is one faction that favors allowing Ger- 
man troops to land unmolested when they 
move against England. 

At present there are no British troops 
on Irish soil, and naval bases are allowed 
only in North Ireland. Yet, if a German 
thrust is attempted at the Island, it will 
be English troops and English ships that 
will defend Ireland from invasion. Cer 
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tainly the Irish themselves are in no po- 
sition to seriously bother a Nazi landing 
party. 

There seems to be no question of the 
infiltration of Germans into Ireland. One 
writer says there are at least 500 Nazis 
in and around Dublin, and points out 
that the German legation staff there con- 
sists of at least sixty persons. The United 
States, closer by blood and language ties, 
is able to handle all of it official business 
with only six persons. 

If German “fifth column” work in 
Eire is effective and the Nazis effect a 
landing and gain control of Irish ports, 
England will be blockaded. With Hitler 
already in control of French channel 
ports on the south and Norway’s harbors 
to the east, an effective submarine base 
in Ireland would complete the circle and 
give him close bases for his huge sub- 
marine fleet. 

In a last minute attempt to prepare, 
President De Valera of Ireland called for 
volunteers to add to his inadequate mili- 
tary force. The response was slight, but 
it furnished radicals an excuse to accuse 
him of attempting to get Ireland into 
war on the British side. 

The importance of close cooperation 


‘between the two countries seems obvious 


to many students of the situation. For 
as long as England can control the west- 
ern Irish ports, it is considered impossible 
to completely starve her into submission. 

Naturally, Great Britain will fight to 
repulse any landing party the Germans 
may succeed in establishing in Ireland. 
This means that Erin may be turned into 
a gigantic batttefield. 


LAST CALL... BUT STILL TIME 

If you haven’t made reservations yet 
for the Seventh Masonic Cruise to San 
Juan and Havana, sailing from New 
York on Friday, October 18, in the pala- 
tial motorliner Kungsholm, then you'd 
better step on it and send in your deposit 
to the International High Noon Club 
Cruise, 71 West 23rd Street, New York 
City. The ship is well filled and the 
interest in the cruise is active, but there 
still are desirable staterooms available to 
early bookers . so book now, while 
you can obtain the type of accommoda- 
tion you wish. 

This seventh annual Masonic cruise 
should be one of the largest and best in 
the history of the Club! A delightful 
social program has been arranged, includ- 
ing informai meetings on board and 
ashore, with a reception by one of the 
local lodges in Puerto Rico. A day will 
be spent in San Juan and one and a half 
days in Havana, Cuba, with opportuni- 
ties for sightseeing, shore trips and shop- 
ping. Throughout the cruise the ship 
serves as an exclusive hotel. 

The motorliner Kungsholm, popular 
flagship of the Swedish American Line, is 
so well known to the cruise-going public 
as to need no description here. It is 
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enough to say that she has been selected 
for the annual Masonic cruises ever since 
the International High Noon Club, now 
comprising more than 5000 members, 
was organized on board this ship in 1929, 
and continues a favorite among Masonic 
and other travelers. 

As usual, a part of the passage money 
is awarded by the line to worthy Masonic 
purposes, and the share of the income 
from Masonic cruise members from the 
State of New York will be added to the 
maintenance fund for the George Wash- 
ington Shrine at Tappan, N.Y. 

Lake your family and your friends 
with you on this seventh Masonic cruise 
and enjoy to the full the pleasures and 
benefits awaiting all cruisé members. 


Don’t delay, but act NOW ! 


CANDIDATES’ AFFILIATIONS 

Both Wendell Lewis Willkie and Sena- 
tor Charles Linza McNary, Republican 
nominees for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent, are Masons. Mr. Wilkie was made 
a Master Mason in Quincy Lodge No. 
230, Elwood, Ind., on September 9, 1913, 
and demitted in 1920, becoming a char- 
ter member of Coventry Lodge No. 665, 
Akron, Ohio. He is an Episcopalian. 

Senator McNary is a Baptist, an Odd 
Fellow, an Elk, and a member of Al Ka- 
der Shrine Temple, Portland, Ore. He 
has been U. S. Senator from that state 
since 1917, 


FROM A CONNECTICUT YANKEE 
Mr. Alfred Hampden Moorhouse 
Masonic CRAFTSMAN 
Dear Sir 

Recently in reading THE CrarTrsMaNn 
I am wondering if the Masonic order is 
going to be a power for good in this 
changing world or is it to pass out of 
existence? It seems to me that it has 
drifted away from its charted course. In 
reading the 115th Psalm I note these 
words “They have eyes that see not, ears 
that hear not, noses that smell not, 
tongues that speak not, their idols are 
silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. 
As I see it that is the trouble with the 
world at the present time. As I see it, 
Masonry teaches cooperation, not com- 
petition. Free Masonry should be against 
any social or economic system that thrives 
at the expense of human misery or suf- 
fering. Now our Masonic application is 
not to be treated as a scrap of paper or a 
contract to be broken. The applicant 
signs the contract, not to be influenced 
by mercenary motives, to have a desire 
for knowledge and a sincere wish to be 
servicable to his fellow creatures. Nine 
hundred and ninety-nine out of every 
thousand have no conscious understand- 
ing of what that means and masters of 
lodges are only interested in getting a 
past master’s jewel, free dues for life and 
omit what they can of the ritual during 
initiation. They make no effort to un 
derstand the philosophy of Masonry. | 
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can find no well informed brethren who 
are ready to give me instruction. What 
I got I dug up myself. When a candi- 
date is taken in the preparation room, 
very few stewards tell him the institu- 
tion is not of a light or trifling nature 
but of high importance and deep sol- 
emnity. tree Masonry consists of a 
course of ancient heiroglyphical philos- 
ophy and moral institutions by types 
tokens, emblems and allegorical figures, 
even the ceremony of gaining admission 
within these walls is embiematic of an 
event which all must undergo sooner or 
later. You exit from this world to the 
world to come. You are doubtless 
aware that whenever a man may possess 
honors on earth, whether it be by titles, 
honors or even his own reputation, will 
not gain him admission to that celestial 
lodge above, but previous to his gaining 
admussion he must become poor and pen- 
niless, blind and naked and dependent 
upon the sovereign will of our Supreme 
Grand Master. In order to impress these 
truths more forcibly upon your mind it 
Is necessary you... . Are you willing to 
submit to these regulations, as all have 
gone this way before you. Now the lodge 
might just as well have told you in so 
many words, you came into this world 
with nothing and you will go out with 
nothing. Then why should I as a Masson 
acquiesce in a social, economic or politi- 
cal system that wrongs, cheats or de- 
frauds my fellow man and only thrives 
at the expense of human misery and suf- 
fering. Let’s look at the picture: Solo- 
mon built a temple that cost five billion 
in cash, in present day values, then add 
the value of brass, iron, precious and 
semi-precious stones, marble, costly 
woods, fine linens, fabrics, skins, etc., be- 
sides the services of thousands of skilled 
laborers, overseers, architects, metal 
workers, weavers, decorators and refiners, 
which would add three billion more to 
the cost. This was all dedicated to the 
glory of God. But God evidently was 
displeased. Later he sent his son into the 
world. He had no fine edifices, no fine 
vestments. He was poor and_ penniless, 
but he met everyone ou the level. He 
was the first great representative of the 
people. He told mankind a new deal 
was coming, a new Jerusalem, and we 
would have a more abundant life. Who 
Opposed this? The wea thy and influen- 
tial, the same as they are doing today— 
Mammon worshipers. When the Car- 
penter was on earth Rome controlled that 
part of the world and the kings, queens, 
lords, dukes and feudal barons obtained 
their fine silks, spices, perfumes from 
the Indies by the caravan route through 
Jerusalem, until the Turks stopped it. 
Then all over Europe the upper classes 
started the Crusades to rescue the Holy 
Land from the Infidels. They have not 
rescued it yet. When the Roman Em- 
pire saw the new order was coming they 
adopted Solomon’s plan, too, over Chris- 
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tianity, on a mercenary basis, started 
building fine cathedrals all over Europe. 
The operative Mason carried the seeds of 
democracy wherever he went. Finally, 
when the last big cathedral in England, 
St. Paul’s, was finished, operative and 
speculative was merged. When the Cru- 
sades failed, the ruling classes said there 
must be some way to get our luxuries, so 
Columbus sailed west, Vasco da Gama 
east; around the Cape of Good Hope he 
found the way. Then England, Hoiland, 
France, Spain, Portugal, all sent out ex- 
plorers and in the wind-up England had 
the best of it. She adopted the Roman 
system. When she discovered a place, she 
put a garrison of soldiers and started to 
cxploit the resources of the new territory. 
A military lodge of Masons was started, 
and as there was not enough of high 
brow men to run the lodge, England took 


in the common man. Very few common 


men were members of Masonry in other 
European countries. Most of the Tories 
in our Revolutionary War were the big 
Masonic landholders and business men, 
When our Masonic forefathers won their 
freedom, framed the Constitution and 
gave Congress the power to coin our 
money and regulate the value thereof 
listen to what the mercenary element of 
English Masons did. Rothschild said: “If 
that mischievous financial policy that had 
its origin in the North American Repub- 
lic during the late war in that country 
should become indurated down toa rad 
ture, then that government will furnish 
its own money without cost. It will pa 
off its debts and be without a debt i 
will have all the money necessary to é 
on its commerce, It will become pros- 
perous without precedent in the history 
of civilized governments of the vale 
The brains and wealth of all cou +8 
: a ntries 
will go to North America, That gov- 
ernment must be destroyed oy it will i. 
— ey monarchy on the a 
onarchies are going fast in E 
Thomas jefferson ges esc 
a said, “common. sense 
is sometimes better than law;” 
not necessarily sacred, 


arry 


globe.” 


rules are 
but principles are 
as all law and goy Mew has as its only 
purpose to serve the righ 5 
es can be spain . :, Qo ‘ 
. poses, 
Therefore, when it ceases to serve that 
purpose, it ceases in reality to exist, The 
purpose of the Constitution in short to 
promote the general welfare of all man 
(to aid, support and protect each other) 
irrespective of race, creed or color. No- 
where in the Masonic teaching is there 
anything relative to property rights, but 
the right of life is stressed all through 
the ritual. When Jefferson wrote the 
Declaration of Independence he omitted 
the word property and substituted the 
phrase “pursuit of happiness.” It is inter- 
esting to know what that great Mason, 
Benjamin Franklin, had to say about the 
sacredness of property rites. 
all property necessary 


He said, 
to a man for the 
conservation of the individual and the 
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propagation of the species is his natural 
rignt, put all other property superiluous 
to such purpose is the property of the 
pubuc, wno by their laws nave created 
it, theretore by other laws can dispose of 
it whenever the welfare of the public 
shall demand such disposition.” Why 
does any man need twency million dol- 
lars for the conservation of the individ- 
ual or the conservation of his species and 
ten million unemployed be on relict? 
When we look at the present situation, 
when this country was settled Europe was 
living in a state of landed feudalism, 
based on land monopoly and serfdom. 
Our Masonic foretathers lett that and 
the shrewd, farseeing ones sought a 
franchise to dam up a river, erect a mill, 
or build a railroad, or tariff concession or 
some other privilege or concession, Our 
legislators gave away the people’s rights, 
so these mull owners could establish an 
industrial feudalism. Go most anywhere 
in New England, you will see a mill any- 
where from ten to a hundred houses all 
the same type, the remains of a company 
store and a big fine house where the mill 
owner lived, ‘loday corporate ownership 
takes the place of family ownership, 
chain stores take the place of company 
stores; individual or group ownership 
takes the place of company ownership. 
This industrial feudalism is on the way 
out. In the old days many men who 
gave public service had some private 
means; today that class of men have 
passed out, so today we are getting a class 
of men in public life who can’t support 
their families, pay their bills on the sal- 
aries they receive. How can any work- 
ing man or a rrofessional, man of no 
private means serve his city, town or 
state for $300 a year? and again how can 
a man serve his private business and the 
publis business at the same time? No 
man can serve two masters and yet we 
see many men asking for Light, more 
Light, and further Light! ‘They have no 
understanding of the situation that faces 
our country. ‘The only Masonic organ- 
ization that is alive to conditions is the 
Liberal Association of Free Masons of 
Los Angeles, Calif., Newton Van Dalsem, 
Secretary, 1337 W. 77th St., Los Ange- 
les, All the universities and women’s 
colleges have their literature. Mark 
Twain, another great Mason, in his book, 
“King Arthur’s Court,” presents a 
graphic picture of our present condition, 
“My kind of loyalty was loyalty to one’s 
country, not to its institutions or its of- 
fice holders.” The country is the real 
thing, the eternal thing. It is the thing 
to watch over, to care for, to be loyal 
to. Institutions are its mere clothing, 
and clothing can wear out, cease to be 
comfortable, become ragged, cease to 
protect the body from winter, disease 
and death.” To be loyal to rags, to shout 
for rags, to die for rags; that is a loyalty 
of unreason. If is pure animal. Tt be- 
longs to monarchy, was invented by mon 
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archy, so let monarchy keep it. I am 
from Connecticut, whose Constitution 
declares all political power is inherent in 
the people, and all tree governments are 
founded upon their authority, and insti- 
tuted for their benefit. They have at all 
times an indefensible right to alter their 
form of government in such a manner 
as they deem expedient. Under this gos- 
pel the citizen who thinks he sees tnat 
the commonwea!th’s political clothes are 
worn out and yet holds his peace and who 
does not agitate for a new suit is dis- 
loyal. He 1s a traitor. That he may be 
the only one who sees this decay does not 
excuse him. It is his duty to agitate 
anyway and it is the duty of others to 
vote him down if they do not see the 
matter as he does. In the story Mark 
Ywain, is thinking of a widespread 
medieval feudalism based on land monop- 
oly and serfdom, but his words are equally 
applicable in this latter day when our 
whole situation proves the existence of 
another widespread feudalism based on 
monopolistic ownership and control of 
the basic machinery of life itself and 
connoting another kind of serfdom in the 
helpless dependence of millions of work- 
ing people upon the owners of this basic 
machinery of economic existence. So 
that the real issue and the supreme issue 
is the encroachment of the powerful few 
upon the rights of the many. Truth is 
a divine attribute and the foundation of 
every virtue. To be good and true is 
the first lesson, hence, while influenced by 
this principle hypocrisy and deceit are 
unknown among us. So if we are to di- 
vest our minds and consciences from the 
vices and superfluities of life, we should 
have frequent meetings under able lead- 
ership to explain the hidden mysteries to 
the brethren. We have now just another 
fraternal organization, a lot of froth and 
no substance. I think there should be 
some attempt to get back to fundamen- 
tals. I trust I have not intruded too 
much upon your time with this letter, 
but I want to try to help, aid and assist 
so far as Tam able. With best wishes I 
am 
Fraternally yours, 
Crarves L, Miter, 
52 Phillips St., 
New London, Ct. 


Member Union Lodge No. 31 
New London, Ct. 


SUPPORT TO MUSSOLINI 

An insight to the Vatican’s attitude 
toward the entry of Italy into the Euro- 
pean war can be gained from the follow- 
ing message sent to Mussolini by the en- 
tire Italian clergy, one week after he had 
declared war on France and Great Brit- 
ain, As reprinted in Time magazine, the 
message reads: 

“May the sure victory of our arms 
gloriously place the Italian flag on the 
Holy Sepulchre, and vindicate the glory 
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and rights of the House of Savoy, re- 
storer of harmony amongst civilized 
people of Imperial Christian Rome.” 

It is pointed out that the Roman Cath- 
olic clergy of Italy could not send such 
a message if it were contrary to the 
wishes of the Pope. 

While Pius XI has not openly declared 
in favor of Italian participation, it is 
noticeable that he has not condemned 
the ruthless act of aggression against 
France, termed by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt a “stab in the back.’’? The Pope 
has also failed to rally to the defense of 
those Protestant countries, such as Nor- 
way and Finland, which have suffered so 
horribly at the hands of their conquerors. 

All evidence points to the conclusion 
that the Vatican’s foreign policy is dom- 
inated by Mussolini. A clause in the Lat- 
eran Treaty of 1929 between the two 
virtually assured the Italian dictator of 
this control, it is charged. Many believe 
the failure of the Pope to condemn ac- 
tivities obviously in direct opposition to 
Christian ethics and morals gives cre- 
dence to this report. 


MASONS SPONSOR FIRST SCHOOL 

Freemasonry, ever espousing the cause 
of education, took the initiative in es- 
tablishing the first school in Pretoria, 
South Africa. Five members of Aurora 
Masonic Lodge constituted themselves a 
committee to establish a school for the 
education of girls. Erected by the Gov- 
ernment, the foundation stone of the 
school building was laid on April 23, 
1878, 

Children formed a procession at the 
Reformed Church in that city and 
marched to the school site, carrying a 
banner inscribed with the words: ‘That 
which has a beginning is never small.” 

Strange but appropriate, the Dutch, 
American, English and Transvaal Repub- 
lic flags waved over the foundation of 
this public school building while the 
cornerstone was being laid. 


TWO OF BETSY’S THREE 
HUSBANDS MASONS 
John Ross, first husband of Betsy Ross, 
who made the first American flag, was a 
member of Philadelphia (Pa.) Lodge No. 
2. He was a ship furnisher and made 
lags of various designs for the British 
colonies befere the Revolutionary War, 
Injured by a British shell early in the war, 
John Ross died and left the business to 
his wife. 
Betsy Ross became estranged from her 
Quaker family by her marriage, for her 
husband was a strict Episcopalian. She 
refused an offer of forgiveness by her 
father following the death of John Ross, 
preferring instead to carry on her hus- 
band’s business. When George Wash- 
ington expressed a desire to have a flag 
for the fledgling nation, Col. George 
Ross, an uncle of her husband and a mem- 
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ber of Washington’s staff, took the Gen- 
eral to Betsy. 

It is said Washington’s original plans 
called for a six-pointed star, but Betsy 
took her scissors, cut out one with five 
points, and induced him to accept her 
design. A copy of this original flag was 
made, in 1905, by Rachel Albright, 
granddaughteer of Betsy Ross, when she 
was 92 years old. 

A few years after the death of her first 
husband, Betsy married Capt. Joseph 
Ashburn. On a voyage, his ship was 
captured by the British and he was sent 
to Mill Prison in England. Later, John 
Claypoole, a friend of the Captain, was 
also captured on his way home to the 
United States after a special mission in 
France. Captain Ashburn became ill, 
and sent a letter by Claypoole to his wife. 
He died soon afterwards. 

John Claypoole had in his possession, at 
the time of his capture, a Masonic Lodge 
membership certificate, issued by the 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, waich was 
printed in Latin, French and English. It 
was said that their certificate secured 
him excellent treatment, and he was re- 
turned to Philadelphia with the first ex- 
change of captured men. 

This certificate is now in the posses- 
sion of Mrs. Kate Robison, a great grand- 
daughter of Betsy Ross, who lives in 
Fort Madison, Iowa. A photograph of 
the manuscript bangs in the Masonic His- 
torical Library of the Grand Lodge of 
fowa in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. It is dated 
March 30, 1780. 

After his return to Philadelphia, John 
Claypoole took Captain Ashburn’s letter 
to Betsy, and later, the friendship thus 
begun resulted in their marriage. 


VEERS TOWARD DICTATORS 

Shortly after Germany’s invasion of 
Poland the Vatican officially denounced, 
through press and radio, the brutal meth- 
ods used by Nazis against both the Ro- 
man Catholic clergy and laity. Graphic 
descriptions of killings and beatings 
shocked the world, and were carried in 
Catholic and non-Catholic newspapers 
alike. 

German successes in other Catholic 
countries have placed the Vatican in an 
awkward position. With Nazis in con- 
trol of continental Europe. and Italy it- 
self a partner to Hitler’s crimes, it has 
apparently chosen to appease rather than 
oppose the Fuehrer. Even the Polish 
question has been dropped, and probably 
nothing will be done until the war is over 
to relieve the Poles. 


The Vatican has good diplomatic rea- 
sons for taking this attitude. The future 
status of apostolic delegates to The H ague 
and Brussels is still undecided, and the 
future of Roman Catholics in Germany, 
Austria and Czechoslovakia is still an 
open question. Under these circum- 
stances, the Pope and the official Vatican 
newspaper, Osservafore Romano, are ex 
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tremely careful not to align the Roman 
Catholic Church officially with either 
side. 

This is not the attitude of high church 

officials in the warring nations, how- 
ever. Arthur Cardinal Hinsley, Catholic 
leader in Britain, told English Catholics 
that theirs is a holy war against the 
Nazis, and that “you are on the side of 
the angels in the struggle against the 
pride of rebellious Lucifer.” At the 
same time an Italian Bishop told the 
faithful in Italy that only when the flag 
of Catholic and Fascist Italy flies over 
the Holy Land will it receive the proper 
veneration, 
Apparently the Roman Catholic 
Church is taking no chances. It wants 
to be on the winning side, regardless of 
he moral issues involved. And as the 
successes of Nazi Germany mount, Vati- 
can esteem for totalitarianism is percept- 
ibly higher. 
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FIELD FOR PROPAGANDISTS 

Totalitarian nations look upon Mexico 
as a fertile field for their anti-democratic 
propaganda and are planting and nurtur- 
ing the seeds of hatred of the United 
States through a controlled press, In- 
numerable small newspapers prominently 
display the German, Italian, Spanish, 
Japanese or Soviet Russian viewpoint, 
while at the same time expressing con- 
tempt and distrust of this country and 
Great Britain. Almost every Mexican 
who can read is automatically exposed to 
this propaganda, 

Communists and Fascists do not preach 
the same basic philosophies, but they are 
in agreement upon one point—the de- 
struction of democracy. And, as the last 
important stronghold of the democratic 
faith that is not now conquered or at 
war, the United States is personified as 
the government to be destroyed. 

The Mexican campaign increased ap- 
preciably during the recent hotly con- 
tested election. Totalitarian nations look 
upon Mexico as the closest available point 
to the United States—as the jumping off 
point of propaganda, if not military, op- 
erations against this democracy. Natur- 
ally the desire of the Mexicans to work 
out their own destiny peacefully is not 
considered, 
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Propaganda direct from Germany ap- 
peared in Mexico City early in August 
when prominent Mexicans and Europeans 
received copies of The Frankfurteur Zei- 
tung, once famed as the greatest German 
liberal publication but now the mouth- 
piece of Goebbels. It was printed on 
special lightweight paper for exporting 
and was filled with anti-British news sto- 
ries and articles, 

Japan uses flattery, and has opened in 
Mexico City an exhibition in the offices 
of the Japanese Trade Commission. Prom- 
inently displayed are pictures of the Mexi- 
can commercial mission which recently 
visited Japan and received unprecedented 
honors at the hands of the Japanese. Jap- 
anese pamphlets, posters and tourist prop- 
aganda are distributed to visitors, who 
leave convinced that Japan is a true friend 
of Mexico. 

Communist publications sell their same 
old ideas—Stalin is the liberator of the 
masses, and the United States and Great 
Britain are imperialistic and controlled by 
rich industrialists whose sole interest is 
exploiting the people. A!l of them were 
hostile to the Havana Conference and 
several carried attacks on the meeting as 
reported by Pravda, official Russian news 
agency.—Scottish Rites News Bulletin. 
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THE HARD ROAD AHEAD 

The trend of Federal indebtedness rep- 
resents more than the record of govern- 
ment finance. It symbolizes the attitude 
of the people and of government officials 
toward our basic problems. There have 
been three times in our history when a 
substantial increase has taken place in 
our government debt. During the Civil 
and World wars the debt rose sharply but 
with the advent of peace a steady reduc- 
tion took place. Since 1930, however, 
Federal indebtedness has continued stead- 
ily upward until it now amounts to $325 
per capita. The aggregate over-all debt, 
including Federal, state and local, is 
nearly $65,000,000,000, or $500 per 
capita. In 1913 the over-all per capita 
debt was about $60, or less than one 
eighth as much as at present. In a com- 
paratively short period of twenty-seven 
years, on a per capita basis, taxes and 
governmental costs have increased 375% , 
the public debt has increased 700%, 
while national income has increased but 
75%. 

This clearly shows that we have not 
grappled with our problems in a realistic 
manner. Instead of tightening our belts 
we have run up charge accounts for our 
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children and grandchildren to meet. But 
even so, we are being plagued by carry- 
ing charges. Annual interest payments 
on our Federal obligations exceed by 56% 
the total cost of running the Federal gov- 
ernment in 1913. Then there is the ques- 
tion of amortization payments which are 
disregarded in a period of chronic de- 
ficits. Furthermore, about one fifth of 
the outstanding obligations of the Fed- 
eral government are in the form of short- 
term securities—bills and notes—and ap- 
proximately one half mature in less than 
ten years. If there should now be super- 
imposed on the present structure many 
more billions in securities on a short-term 
basis, then our financial position might 
become difficult. The danger of infla- 
tion would be considerably reduced by 
financing a large portion of government 
securities out of the savings of the people. 
So in its financing plan it would be 
highly desirable if the government should 
take advantage of the institutional and 
public investing field in order to place a 
good proportion of the issues beyond the 
range of existing maturities. 

The problems from which we have 
been trying to escape are pressing down 
upon us at a time when we are compelled 
to appropriate many billions for defense 
purposes. 

The democracies of Europe were so 
loaded down with debt and so burdened 
with taxes that they did not have the 
courage to spend sufficient amounts for 
armaments to provide adequate defense 
against German aggression with the re- 
sult that one after another of these coun- 
tries was crushed in defeat within a short 
period of time. 

So, if this country is to avoid the trage- 
dies that befell Europe it must strengthen 
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itself all along the line. In the bitter 
struggle that lies ahead only the strong 
will survive. There is no easy way out 
nor any short cuts. The time for realism 
is long overdue. 

The only way that democracies can 
hope to contend with the totalitarian 
powers is to follow sound financial and 
economic policies. Toward this end it is 
essential that we live within our eco- 
nomic capacity and release the creative 
powers of private enterprise so that our 
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national income may be substantially in- 
creased. Adjustments will also. have to 
be made so that the various groups .can 
exchange goods with one another on a 
broader basis. 

We should abandon forthwith the phil- 
osophy of spending as a means of creating 
wealth for this is a cruel illusion that 
leads only down the road to national 
bankruptcy. History is strewn with the 
wreckage of nations that have followed 
this course. 
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It should not be forgotten that Fed- 
eral finance is closely tied up with our 
type of government and with our system 
of private enterprise. When taxes be- 
come too excessive, the economic system 
breaks down and the government steps in 
and assumes control. Governmental con- 
trol would be accompanied by complete 
regimentation, including the allocation of 
capital to industry, the fixing of prices, 
the division of markets and the like. Car- 
ried to its logical conclusion, such a sys- 
tem would have power of life and death 
over all industry, would determine what 
lines were to receive credit, what new 
industries were to be encouraged and 
what new inventions were to be adopted. 
Eventually it would sterilize progress, 
jeopardize democracy and imperil our lib- 
erties. Self-government would be re- 
placed by the iron rule of bureaucracy. In 
other words, if we do not pursue a sound 
financial course then we run the danger 
of bringing about the very totalitarian 
system from within that we are now 
spending billions of dollars to fight from 
without.—N, E. Letter, 
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